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And the Winner is...

Abraham accepted Ephron’s terms.
Abraham paid out to Ephron the money
that he had given as a price in front of the
Hittites —four hundred shekels of silver at
the going merchants’ rate. (Bereishis
23:16)

The Medrash tells us that one of the
ways the blessing given to Avraham

avinu (that all the nations will be
blessed through him: “I will bless
those who bless you” Bereishis 12:3), was fulfilled,
happened with all those who did business with Avraham,
as they were successful well above what was expected! Yet,
when Ephron did business with Avraham by selling his
field to him, neither the Torah nor Chazal tell us that
Ephron had any positive results from this sale.

The Be’er Yoseph (Rabbi Yoseph Tzvi Salant b. 1885)
shows that Ephron had the opposite of the typical result of
doing business with Avraham. He points to the lack of the

letter vav in Ephron’s name in our source verse. This tells
us that Ephron gained absolutely nothing at all. In fact, he
proved this by pointing out how exorbitant the price
Avraham paid for the plot of land was, as compared to the
plot of land that Yaakov bought “b'mea kesita” for 100
pieces of silver. This was a mere fraction of the amount that
Avraham paid, and Yaakov received a substantially larger
piece of land. From this he proves that Avraham Avinu
paid Ephron significantly more than the market price. He
explains that Ephron wasn’t trying to execute a business
deal with Avraham, rather he was trying to extort as much
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Leil Shabbos Learning and Onegs

Dozens of Men and Boys are learning
every Leil Shabbos in our Beis Medrash

Sponsor a Shabbos program

for just 2500

Contact Yisroel Harris 058-327-4800
or Yisroel@ahavasshalom.org
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purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.
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Ahavas Shalom Community Kollel

The new Ahavas Shalom EED
Kollel has opened in our Beis
Medrash, the
sounds of Torah learning can &
be heard each morning from
a group of Avreichim learning
Gemora Be'iyun. The Avreichim
are also learning b’chavrusa
with members of our kehilla

and sweet

during the first hour of the
Seder (09:15-10:15).

For details and sponsorship
opportunities, contact the
Rosh Kollel, Rabbi Moshe
Dovid Cohen (052-762-4727)
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. GMACH SMACHOT

/! IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE GMACH TO
| BORROW ITEMS NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,
ahavasshalom.org/smachot

Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584
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willing to pay the price. Nevertheless, that did not make it
a “reasonable” business deal, and therefore Ephron
quickly lost the money he received.

We can learn two important lessons from this:

First, when one is under pressure to do something, one
need not always decide to do it or not based on whether it
is “fair”. Rather one should decide if it makes sense for
him to do this thing. If it is good for him, then even
though the other party may be gaining way more than
they should, we should learn from Avraham to do it
anyway.

The second thing we should learn is that those who abuse
a righteous person such as Avraham — or potentially any
descendant of Avraham - in order to extort money
without good reason, though it may look like they made a
killing, the end is that they will lose out and not reap the
rewards of their business deal. In other words, clearly
Hashem runs the world, and those who do the right thing
won’t lose, while those who do the wrong thing will be
punished. It does not depend upon how it looks on the
surface to the people around - it depends on how it is
viewed by Hashem. Don’t judge the success and failure of
things by the immediate results. Hashem takes care of
everything, and the righteous one in His eyes will always
be the one to “win”.

May Hashem bless us all to be truly successful in all our
endeavors.
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Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour

ICE CREAM ond RAFFLE or PRIZES

We need YOU 1o sponsor
Avos uBanim!
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FOR ALL THE FAMILY TO BRING IN
SHABBOS WITH SIMCHA

STARTING 15:52 THIS WEEK
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Boys 6-12
years in the
Ezras Nashim
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Girls 6-12 year

Share a Simcha? ComMEMORATE A YAHRZEIT

Consider sponsoring

Netziv Hayom

at Ahavas Shalom, and all the
learning in our Beis Medrash for
one day will be in the merit of
your choosing.

Sponsorship is just 120/.

To sponsor a day please contact netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Stay In Touch!

Visit Ahavasshalom.org/list to subscribe to our
email list and get notifications directly to your inbox!

You can also sign up for the shul’s instant communi-
cation group on the same page!

Don’t Be Left Out!

When you have a simcha (or R”L a sad

-
event), itis so easy to have it included in %a%ei
the next newsletter! Just send an email to
lev@ahavasshalom.org! Deadline is d ?
11:00 Thurs.

Reminder: Sending an instant message,

an email, or speaking to anyone else will probably result in

your announcement not making it to the newsletter!

Questions that appear in this newsletter come from
RBSsemicha.com. Four volumes of questions are now available
in print. See rbssemicha.com/books for more information.

Q&A: Pulling Out Hair

Shimmy knew he couldn't style his

hair with a comb or brush on Shab-

bos, so he took his fingers and ¥
stroked his hair until it looked sharp. But
when he looked at his fingers, he saw that
some of his hair had been pulled out and was '
on his fingers. Did Shimmy violate a prohibi- |
tion of pulling out hair from his head on Shabbos?
No. It is not guaranteed that hair will be pulled

out with each stroke, so this is not called a psik

reisha. Since Shimmy does not have intent to pull

out any hairs, he is permitted to style his hair in this fash-
ion. OC 303 M.B. 88

Q&A: My,What A Big Leash You Have!

Mr. Feldenkranz went away

on an elderly single's week-

end at the Homowack in the
Catskills and asked Hudy to watch
his dog, Fifi. Hudy leashed up Fifi
for his first walk on Shabbos morn-
ing while still in the apartment
building and realized that the leash
was exceedingly long — so long that it was dragging on
the ground. As Hudy lives in a city without an eruv, and

Mr. Feldenkranz didn't have a shorter leash, which is a val-
id option for him to walk outside with Fifi?
1)He is permitted to wrap the leash around his wrist to
shorten it and prevent it from dragging on the ground.
2)He is permitted to wrap the leash around Fifi's neck to
shorten it and prevent it from dragging on the ground.
3)He is permitted to wrap either end of the leash around
Fifi's neck or his wrist to shorten it and prevent it from
dragging on the ground.
4)None of the options above are valid, and Hudy is forbid-
den to walk Fifi this Shabbos.
2. Hudy may wrap the excess leash around the
dog's neck and walk Fifi outside. Hudy may only
hold the end of the leash in his hand and may not
wrap the leash around any part of his own body, nor may
Hudy hold the leash in the middle and allow the end part
of it to drag behind him. In both cases, this would be con-
sidered carrying the non-essential part of the leash, and it

would be forbidden to do so in a city without an eruv.
OC 305:16

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

Reminder: If you would like the
Gabbai to read the name of a choleh on
Shabbos during the Mi SheBeirach, you
must submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo
by Thursday! Send your list of Hebrew Names using Hebrew
Letters to Mrs. Zakoo at office@ahavasshalom.org.
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Learning & Oneg Shabbos
Elevale e Leil Shyakbos!

20:30 Beis Medrash Learning or
Alshich Hakadosh shiur from R’ Avishai Hill

21:30 Oneg Shabbos
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Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING
you want. It's so easy. Use the terminal
near the front door or visit
ahavasshalom.org/nedarim.

Click. Pay. Done!

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shiurim
this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mikvaos
TUESDAY 20:15: HiLcHos CHOL HAMOED

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Past shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/yt-videos
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