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Beauty in the Eyes of the Beholder

“As he was about to enter Eqypt, he said
to his wife Sarai, “I know what a
beautiful woman you are.” (Bereishis
12:11)

“...Abraham did not even look at his
own wife, as it is written: “Now I
know that you are a beautiful
woman” (Genesis 12:11). One may learn
by inference that initially he did not
know how beautiful she was because he
had not gazed at her. (Bava Basra 16a:15)

Chazal tell us (above) that only when Avraham went down
to Egypt did he notice that his wife Sarah was pretty. There
is a great deal of discussion about this amongst the
commentators. One approach which seems to explain this
well is that where an item is in great demand, but with
little supply, it becomes a highly coveted object. In Egypt,
which was a corrupt and immoral country, beautiful
women were in short supply and in high demand.
Therefore, it was only then that Avraham noticed his wife’s
beauty.

But, as we see in numerous places in the Torah, beauty is
considered a positive attribute. Therefore, why didn’t
Avraham find out if his wife was pretty before he married
her?

There are many things in life which are taken for granted
without appreciating their real value. Perhaps one’s
neighbor is an upstanding and noble person, and also
happens to be a big Talmid chacham. If someone were to ask
him about his neighbor, he might have lots of wonderful
things to say, but the fact that he is a Talmid chacham might
slip his mind. Whereas if he was asked about this neighbor
while in the beis medrash, he would immediately say he is a
great Talmid chacham and describe all the different
accomplishments in his learning but would probably
neglect to mention that he is a fine Jew and an upstanding
neighbor. We see from this that even when one has sterling
qualities, they may be overlooked when viewed in
different contexts.

We understand that chein and yofi are great attributes, but
are only secondary to being a G-d-fearing woman (Mishlei
31:30). Therefore, Avraham may have understood that his
wife was pretty, but he didn’t see this as her outstanding
attribute. It was only when he moved to the more decadent
environment of Egypt that this attribute become more

(Continued on page 2)

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.

Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Shimon and
Shira Young on the bar
mitzvah of their son Daniel.
The Aliyah ["Torah will take
place this Shabbos at Ahavas
-~ Shalom, followed by a
% Kiddush at the Motza
& Mayim hall (next door).

Mazel Tov to Yehoshua and Liz
Frohlich on the engagement of

their daughter Rena to Mordechai
Weinblatt.

£,
The Kehilla wishes a Refuah Shelaymah ! 3 ‘
to Mr. Beer (Moshe Aryeh DS%

Ben Chana Baila) after his successful %
hip operation necessitated after a fall. =
Mr. Beer is recoving now in his home.

KD
Reminder: If you would like the Gabbai to read the name
of a choleh on Shabbos during the Mi SheBeirach, you must
submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo by Thursday! Send your

list of Hebrew Names using Hebrew Letters to Mrs. Zakoo at
office@ahavasshalom.org.
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at 19:00!

Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour

ICE CREAM ond RAFFLE for PRIZES

Ice cream sponsored by the Bodzin famil7 in

the zechut of the safety of Am Yisrae

Pr'lzes sponsor'ed by the Harris Famlly
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FOR ALL THE FAMILY TO BRING IN
SHABBOS WITH SIMCHA

Boys 6-12 years in the Beis Medrash
Girls 6-12 years in the Hall

Learning - stories - raffles - prizes - treats
Program run by Rabbi Yitzchak Rubin
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(Continued from page 1)
prominent, which caused him to be take note of it.

The Vilna Gaon said that beauty is a zero. But if you have
a 1 before it, it makes you into a 10.

It says in Pirkei Avos (2:1): “Which is the proper path that a
man should choose for himself? Whatever is a credit to
himself and earns the esteem of his fellow man.” It is our
job in the world that we live in to have two frames of
reference; One according to the Torah, and the other
reflecting the world in which we live. It is always best if
we can be exemplary in both. But if we must choose, then
we must prioritize the Torah by which we run our lives.

Avraham and Sarah, who excelled in both Torah and in all
other aspects, lived in the sea of Torah, and therefore the
non-Torah attributes seemed insignificant. But when
Avraham went into an environment where they were
important, he then took note of his wife’s beauty.

We should merit to live like Avraham Awvinu, with the
Torah viewpoint being predominant in our lives. But if we
find ourselves in situations in which we must prioritize
other aspects, we should do our best to achieve “high
marks” there too and have the siyata dishmaya to be
viewed in a good light.

We need YOU to sponsor Avos uBanim!
Ice Cream 150m
Prizes 150m
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COMMUNITY CARE

Do you know someone in our Kehilla who is unwell?
Please let us know so Hhat we can av-

vange komw/ hospital visits and meals.
Contact: Alan Rubenstein 054-398-8570

You can also inform the Ahavas Shalom Vaad.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shiurim
this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mikvaos
TUESDAY 20:15: HiILcHos CHOL HAMOED

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Past shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/yt-videos

Questions that appear in this newsletter come from
RBSsemicha.com. Four volumes of questions are now available
in print. See rbssemicha.com/books for more information.

Q&A: Cufflinks without Cuffs or Links

Pinny Kagan's Uncle Richard gave him a set of

beautiful diamond cufflinks for his Bar Mitzvah. A

month later, he invited the Kagans to his apartment

for a Shabbos meal and Pinny wanted to wear the cufflinks.

It was at this time that Pinny realized he needed to pur-

chase a special shirt with "French cuffs" to use the cufflinks

properly. He looked around for another way to wear the

cufflinks and found a hole in his left lapel. May Pinny in-

sert the two cufflinks in this hole and walk to his uncle's

apartment on Shabbos so he can show them off to his un-
cle, even though he lives in a city without an eruv?

No. This is forbidden. Cufflinks are not normally

worn in the lapel hole. Pinny is putting them

there to “show off” the expensive cufflinks to his

uncle, and therefore walking with them in this hole in the

public domain would be considered carrying. However,

not all items are forbidden in this hole. While it would not

impress his Uncle Richard, Pinny could place an Israeli /

American flag pin in this hole, as this is the normal location

to place this jewelry. OC 303 M.B. 29

' GMACH SMACHOT

;: IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE GMACH TO
| BORROW ITEMS NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,

VIV ahavasshalom.org/smachot
Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584

Yeshivas Bein
HaZmanim

Thank you to our sponsors
_ for Tishrei Yeshivas Bein
— Hazmanim:

Yehuda Aryeh Gross
Yisroel Harris
Family Hill

M.Y. Hill

Jonnie Links

Family Back

Peretz Dissen.

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved
ones or in honor of a special occasion, and all the
learning and davening that take place in our shul
during that day will to your merit. Just 120m per
sponsorship, which is announced via a notice on

the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an
announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact
Mrs. Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Cheshvan 7 sponsored by the Dissen Family
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Pele Yoetz Shiur

Continuing this Shabbos afternoon,
Rav Zachariash will give his shiur for
men on Pele Yoetz. This week, the
shiur will begin at 15:45 in the hall on
the topic TYwn.
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Learning & Oneg Shabbos
Elevale e Leil Shyakbos!

20:30 Beis Medrash Learning or
Alshich Hakadosh shiur from R’ Avishai Hill

21:30 Oneg Shabbos
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Fulfill Your Pledges!

Did you make a pledge for an Aliyah or other “Kibud”
during the holidays? If so, you can fulfill your obligations
quickly and easily using any of the following methods:

¢ Nedarim Plus terminal next to the front door

¢ Nedarim Plus online ahavasshalom.org/nedarim
PayPal.me/ahavasshalom

e Ahavasshalom.com/donate (US Dollars)

Please help our secretary track your payment by
either including a note which indicates the purpose
of your donation, or sending an email directly to
the secretary office@ahavasshalom.org. Thank you!
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo ~ Main Ahavas Shalom lists: Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org

Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00 Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org ~ WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav  don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel
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Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
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Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin



