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Lifecycles 
Mazel Tov  to Yehuda A. and 
Judy Gross on the birth of a great-
grandson to their grandchildren 
Elazar and Chaya Field. 

Mazel Tov to Shmuel & Elisheva 
Kovacs on the birth of a grandson 
to Moshe Yosef & Nechama 
Cohen. The Shalom Zachar will 
be at the Kovacs home - 29 Nachal 
Lachish, Apt #1 (stairwell on the right, 1 floor up) 
from 21:00 to 23:00. 

 

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom NewsleĴer in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial 
purpose! Just 50₪ per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information. 

 שבתÊפרשת

 שופטים

 
 
 
 

 בס"ד

Beis Medrash Ahavas Shalom 
HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav 

Êהתשפ״הÊ,אלולÊ'ו– Aug 29/30, 2025  

Money Manners 
“…for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise, 
and perverts the words of the righteous 
(in judgement).” (Devarim 16:19) 

The following story, which I heard 
in my youth, illustrates the above 
Pasuk: The Shach (Shabbsai ben Meir 
HaKohen 1621–1662) was involved 
in a din Torah with another man. 
Though a great talmid chacham, the 
Shach felt it was only right to go to 
Beis Din. The other party, wary of local bias due to the 
Shach’s reputation as a Tzadik, requested a hearing in a 
distant community where the Shach was unknown. Both 
sides presented their arguments to the dayanim in this far-
off Beis Din, and to the Shach’s surprise, he lost the case. 
He asked one of the dayanim for the basis of the ruling, 
and he learned it was drawn from a nearly identical case 
in a new sefer on Choshen Mishpat, the Sifsei Kohen – 
authored by none other than the Shach himself. The 
Dayan, unaware that he was speaking with the author of 
the Sifsei Kohen, had ruled impartially! The Shach said he 
now understood the above verse’s warning: Even talmidei 
chachamim can be blinded by money.  

I believe it is important to share another perspective on 
this verse, which is from an incident in my youth. There 
was a dayan who started to lose his eyesight.  Someone 
remarked that it is obvious why he is losing his eyesight – 
he must have taken bribes, as the verse clearly says a 
bribe will blind the wise! I rejected this explanation as it 
was lashon hora, or most probably moeĵee shem ra, but that 
comment lingered with me.  

More recently, I learned of a student of the Arizal, also a 
dayan, who would accept money for ruling on Choshen 
Mishpat cases in a manner that was 100% halachically 
permissible. Nevertheless, when he lost his vision, 
rumors spread that it was due to accepting bribes. In 
response he went to shul, and in front of the entire 
congregation prayed, “Hashem, restore my sight in order 

(Continued on page 3) 

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Shoftim 

 לוחÊשבתÊפרשתÊשופטים
Erev Shabbos   שבתÊערב 

Mincha 1 13:30 א׳Êמנחה 
“Early Mincha” 17:26 Êמוקדמת”מנחה“  
Plag Hamincha 17:46 המנחהÊפלג 
Candle Lighting  18:30/18:50 נרותÊהדלקת 
Mincha 3 18:52 ג׳Êמנחה 
Sunset 19:10 שקיעה 

Shabbos Day   השבתÊיום 
Brachos  08:15 ברכות 
Shochein Ad 08:45 עדÊשוכן 
Latest Shema – M. A. 08:40 למג"אÊק"שÊזמןÊסוף 
Latest Shema – G’ra 09:27 לגר"אÊק"שÊזמןÊסוף 
Mincha 1 13:30 א׳Êמנחה 

Mincha 2 17:45 ב׳Êמנחה 

Pirkei Avos Shiur  18:09 ÊאבותÊפרקי 
Sunset 19:08 שקיעה 
Ma’ariv 1 19:45 א׳Êמעריב 
Ma’ariv 2 20:08 ב׳Êמעריב 

Bar Mitzvah in 5786? 
If your son having a Bar Miĵvah in 5786, make sure you 
schedule the date with us as soon as possible so as to avoid 
disappointment due to scheduling conflicts. Contact 
Naftali Kaplan Gabbai@AhavasShalom.org to schedule 
your son’s Bar Miĵvah. 

LAST CHANCE! 
The Early Bird Discount ends  

Midnight Sept 2  
See the back page for more details 
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 אבות ובנים
16:45-17:45 
17:15-17:45 Junior AuB 

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim 
Reminder: If you would like the 
Gabbai to read the name of a choleh on 
Shabbos during the Mi SheBeirach, you 
must submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo 
by Thursday! Send your list of Hebrew Names using 
Hebrew LeĴers to Mrs. Zakoo at office@ahavasshalom.org.  

Special Treats 

Ice Cream Cones 
Parve and Dairy 

 
For boys who learn an hour! 

 
Sponsored by the  

Zacharin Family 
LÕilui Nishmas Sara Bas Tzvi 

(Aitan ZacharinÕs Grandmother) 

Kids Shabbos Programs 
Boi B’Shalom (for boys and girls) Will restart  

NEXT WEEK 
 P’ Ki Seitzei (Sep 5) 

STORY TIME 
With Rabbi Seltzer 

Friday Night in the Hall while the Rav gives his Drasha 

Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim 
Thank you to all the sponsors of YBHZ in Av 5785: 

Pіџјђі AѣќѠ  
Wіѡѕ Rюѣ Aѣџќѕќњ BюџѢѐѕ 

ZюѐѕюџіюѠѕ  
This week from about 18:09 to 18:45. 

Date Sponsor Honoree 

10 Av שליט"אÊלהצלחת כולם בתורה ויראת שמים הרב 

11 Av     

12 Av הילÊאבישיÊ'להצלחת כלל ישראל בע"ה  ר 

13 Av בנבנישתיÊפרץÊ'שינה בת  לרפואתה השלמה של  ר

14 Av ג'יקובסÊאליהוÊ'להצלחת נעמה ליה בת אסתר  ר
  שושנה

16 Av מסינג'רÊשלמהÊ'להצלחת ילדיו ר  

17 Av שפורןÊלברכה והצלחה בכל הענינים  שמעון 

18 Av דיסיןÊלזכות הרב ישראל זאב בן מאניה   פרץ
  רחל לרפואה שלמה

19 Av הריסÊישראלÊ'ר    

20 Av ששפורטישÊשמואלÊ'לע"נ גילה בת ר' שמעון ר  

21 Av טייכטלÊעקיבאÊ'לע"נ ר' מנחם בן ר' עקיבא ר 

23 Av קובקסÊשמואלÊ'לברכה והצלחה ברוחניות וגשמיות ר 

24 Av גרוסÊאריהÊיהודהÊ'לזכות כל עם ישראל  ר 

25 Av קפלןÊלזכות החתן והכלה מנחם ויהודית  נפתלי
 שיבנו בית נאמן בישראל

26 Av לובלינרÊיוסףÊ'לברכה והצלחה ברוחניות וגשמיות ר 

27 Av ששפורטישÊשמואלÊ'לע"נ מרים בת ר' יהודה ר  

28 Av שליט"אÊלהצלחת כולם בתורה ויראת שמים  הרב 

30 Av בודזיןÊרענן  In the merit of the success 
and safety of our chayalim 
fighting for Am Yisrael  

New Contest! 

Chocolate Chase 
Come 4 times between Parshas 
Shoftim and Vayeilech and get a  

Chocolate Bar! 
Sponsored by Zev and Harriet 
Kornbluh in honor of their  
60th Wedding Anniversary! 

GMACH SMACHOT 
Iൿ ඒඈඎ ඌඎൿൿൾඋ ൺ අඈඌඌ ർඈඇඍൺർඍ ඍඁൾ 
Gආൺർඁ ඍඈ ൻඈඋඋඈඐ ංඍൾආඌ 
ඇൾർൾඌඌൺඋඒ ൿඈඋ ൺ ਓਈਉਖਁ  ඁඈආൾ,  
ahavasshalom.org/smachot 
Or call 054-566-5083 ඈඋ 050-203-0584 
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  Questions that appear in this newsleĴer come from RBSsemicha.com.  

The Rav’s Tuesday shiur will begin learning the laws of 
Yom Kippur during Elul.  Are you ready for Elul? 

Q&A:  One Candle—or Two? 

Q Moe Shapiro lost both his parents many years ago. 
On Yom Kippur there is a custom to light a Yahr-
zeit candle for one's parents. What is the minimum 

number of candles that Moe may light? 
1)One (one candle to cover both parents). 
2)Two (one candle for each parent). 

A 1) One candle suffices for both parents, as they 
are together one neshama, so one candle will rep-
resent both their neshamas. Note that some people 

follow the second opinion and light one candle for each 
parent (2 total).   O.C. 610; M.B. 12 

Q&A:  YK Restroom Attire 

Q Moe Shapiro was siĴing in his 
ȈYom Kippur finestȈ — a beau-
tiful white tallis and a hand-

some white kiĴel. But, by the time the 
chazan was 45 minutes into the repeti-
tion of the morning shemoneh esrei, Moe 
had an urge to go to the restroom. 
Which items must Moe remove before 
entering the restroom? 
1) Tallis (gadol) 
2) KiĴel 
3) Tallis (katan) 

A 1) Tallis and 2) KiĴel. Both of these garments are 
considered special garments set aside for prayer 
on Yom Kippur (and Pesach night). A garment set 

aside for prayer should not be brought into the restroom. 
 O.C. 610; M.B. 18 

Netziv Hayom 
Sponsor Neĵiv Hayom in memory of your 
loved ones or in honor of a special occasion, 
and all the learning and davening that take 
place in our shul during that day will be in the 
merit of your choosing. Just 120₪ per 
sponsorship, which is announced via a notice 
on the “Neĵiv Hayom” board in the shul, as 
well as an announcement in this newsleĴer. To sponsor a day 
please contact Mrs. Zakoo Neĵiv@ahavasshalom.org. 

3 Elul sponsored by the Fern Family 
 ז"למרדכי יצחק בן רוניה נחום  לע"נ

4 Elul sponsored by the Madowicz Family 
 ע"ההענה בת יהושע העשל  לע"נ

7 Elul sponsored by the Helprin Family 
 ע"ה פייגע בת אליעזר דוד לע"נ

7 Elul sponsored by the Brucker Family 
 ע"ה שמואל בת כוכבה לע"נ

to show that I never took a bribe.” Miraculously, his 
vision returned on the spot. From then on, he would sign 
his name with the prescript, “Hashem, who performed a 
miracle for me.” This teaches us that even the appearance 
of bribery was enough of a reason to be punished.  

This lesson is relevant to many of us, especially in 
financial maĴers. I’m often asked about transactions that 
are technically permissible but feel questionable, as my 
rebbe, Rabbi Moshe Halberstam (1932–2006), would say, 
“it smells fishy”, as it was similar to something which 
was forbidden. Therefore, I advise people not to do it. In 
similar situations, my 
Rebbe, would often ask 
the questioner, “Do you 
eat only glaĴ kosher?” 
When they confidently 
replied, “Yes, only glaĴ”, 
he would gently respond, 
“This may be allowed, but 
it’s not glaĴ.” His point 
was clear: In financial 
dealings, it is not enough 
for something to be technically permissible; it must be 
clear of even a hint of impropriety.  

As we prepare for Rosh Hashanah, when we stand in 
judgment before Hashem, He will examine how we 
handle other people’s money and whether we stay far 
from the line of scrimmage.  

May we merit a record untainted by anything that even 
resembles bribery in our financial conduct.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Shiurim 
with the Rav 

The Rav will be giving 2 shiurim 
this coming week: 

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mikvaos 

TUESDAY 20:15: HංඅർඁඈඌÊYඈආÊHൺKංඉඎඋංආ 

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:  
cuĴ.ly/AhavasShalomZoom  

Past shiurim are also available online on several platforms! 

GET A DISCOUNTED PRICE FOR  
YOMIM NORAIM SEATS! 

 

ENHANCE YOUR 
COMMITMENT BY SUPPORTING 
OUR SHUL AND BEIS MEDRASH. 
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav  
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20 
Cellphone: 052-763-5938 
Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman 
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028  

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo  
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00  
( 058-3263914 *office@ahavasshalom.org 
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish 
Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel  

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:  
Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list 
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp 
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav 

NewsleĴer Design: Lev Selĵer lev@ahavasshalom.org 
NewsleĴer Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news, 
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we 
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it! 

 

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah  
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin  

ÊהתורהÊבקריאתÊאוÊהתפילהÊבאמצעÊהעלוןÊאתÊלקרואÊלאÊנא 
 נאÊלשמורÊעלÊקדושתÊהדף

Êזמנים
ÊחולÊלימי

ÊÊפרשתÊעד
 כיÊתצא

 Weekday ׳ו(Fri)  ׳ה(Thu)  ׳ד(Wed)  ׳ג(Tue)  ׳ב(Mon)  ׳א(Sun)  יום
times until 
Parshas 
Ki Seitzei 

 08:15 ,07:15 ,06:20 08:10 ,07:15 ,06:20 08:10 ,07:15 ,06:20 08:10 ,07:15 ,06:20 08:10 ,07:15 ,06:20 08:10 ,07:15 ,06:20 שחרית
 18:43 ,17:19 ,13:30 15:15 ,13:15 15:15 ,13:15 15:15 ,13:15 15:15 ,13:15 15:15 ,13:15 מנחה
 Hall* 21:00 ,20:15 21:00 ,20:15 21:00 ,*20:15 21:00 ,20:15 21:00 ,20:15 מעריב

 משולחנו של הרב אברהם ברוך זכריש

 ישרות בענייני כסף
יקִםÊ(דבריםÊטז:יט)... בְרֵיÊצַדִּ ףÊדִּ יסַלֵּ רÊעֵינֵיÊחֲכָמִיםÊוִֽ חַֹדÊיְעַוֵּ יÊהַשּׁ  כִּ

Ê:הנ"לÊהפסוקÊאתÊממחישÊ,בילדותיÊששמעתיÊ,הבאÊהסיפור
ÊהיותוÊלמרותÊ.אחרÊאדםÊעםÊתורהÊבדיןÊמעורבÊהיהÊהש"ך
ÊלפנותÊהואÊהנכוןÊהדברÊכיÊחשÊהש"ךÊ,גדולÊחכםÊתלמיד
ÊהשםÊבשלÊמקומיתÊמהטיהÊשחששÊ,השניÊהצדÊ.דיןÊלבית
ÊבקהילהÊהדיוןÊאתÊלקייםÊביקשÊ,כצדיקÊהש"ךÊשלÊטוב
ÊאתÊהציגוÊהצדדיםÊשניÊ.הש"ךÊאתÊהכירוÊלאÊשבהÊרחוקה
ÊהואÊ.נגדוÊהיהÊהפסקÊהואÊ,הש"ךÊשלÊולתדהמתוÊ,טענותיהם
ÊהיאÊכיÊלוÊואמרÊ,להחלטתוÊהמקורÊמהוÊהדייןÊאתÊשאל
ÊחושןÊעלÊחדשÊבספרÊזההÊכמעטÊמקרהÊעלÊהתבססה

ÊÊ"כהןÊשפתי"ÊהספרÊ,משפט–ÊÊÊ.עצמוÊהש"ךÊידיÊעלÊשחובר
ÊפסקÊ,הספרÊמחברÊעםÊמדברÊהואÊכיÊידעÊשלאÊ,הדיין
ÊאתÊמביןÊהואÊכעתÊכיÊאמרÊהש"ךÊ.פניותÊחסרתÊבצורה
ÊלהיותÊעלוליםÊחכמיםÊתלמידיÊאפילוÊ:הנ"לÊהפסוקÊאזהרת

 .מסונווריםÊעלÊידיÊכסף

Ê,מילדותיÊאירועÊמתוךÊ,הזהÊהפסוקÊעלÊנוספתÊהשקפה
Ê.עיניוÊמאורÊאתÊלאבדÊשהחלÊדייןÊהיהÊ.לשתףÊחשובÊלדעתי

ÊÊראייתוÊאתÊמאבדÊהואÊמדועÊברורÊכיÊהעירÊמישהו–ÊÊÊודאי
Ê!חכמיםÊעיניÊיעוורÊששוחדÊבפסוקÊשנאמרÊכפיÊ,שוחדÊלקח
ÊאףÊוכנראהÊ,הרעÊלשוןÊזהÊשהיהÊכיווןÊזהÊהסברÊדחיתי

 .מוציאÊשםÊרע,ÊאךÊההערהÊנשארהÊעמי

Ê,דייןÊהואÊגםÊשהיהÊ,האר"יÊשלÊתלמידÊעלÊלמדתיÊלאחרונה
ÊמשפטÊחושןÊבשאלותÊפסיקהÊעבורÊתשלוםÊקיבלÊאשר
ÊפיÊעלÊאףÊ.ההלכהÊפיÊעלÊלחלוטיןÊמותרתÊשהייתהÊבדרך
ÊשמועותÊהתפשטוÊ,עיניוÊמאורÊאתÊאיבדÊהואÊגםÊכאשרÊ,כן
ÊלביתÊהלךÊהואÊ,בתגובהÊ.שוחדÊמקבלתÊנבעÊהדברÊכי
ÊראייתיÊאתÊליÊהחזרÊ,'ה"Ê:הקהלÊכלÊלעיניÊוהתפללÊהכנסת
Ê,נסÊבאורחÊ".שוחדÊלקחתיÊלאÊשמעולםÊלהראותÊכדי
ÊשמוÊעלÊחתםÊהואÊ,ואילךÊמאזÊ.הרגעÊבאותוÊחזרהÊראייתו
ÊשגםÊלמדיםÊאנוÊמכאןÊ".נסÊליÊשעשהÊ,'ה"Ê:הקדמהÊעם

 .עצםÊהמראהÊשלÊשוחדÊהיהÊסיבהÊמספיקהÊלעונש

ÊבענייניÊבמיוחדÊ,מאיתנוÊרביםÊעבורÊרלוונטיÊהזהÊהלקח
ÊטכניתÊשמבחינהÊעסקאותÊעלÊנשאלÊאניÊלעיתיםÊ.כספים
ÊמשהÊהרבÊ,שרביÊכפיÊ,מפוקפקותÊמרגישותÊאךÊ,מותרות
ÊשהןÊכיווןÊ",חשודÊמריחÊזה"Ê:לומרÊנוהגÊהיהÊ,הלברשטם
ÊלעשותÊשלאÊלאנשיםÊמייעץÊאניÊ,לכןÊ.אסורÊלדברÊדומות
Ê:השואלÊאתÊלשאולÊנוהגÊהיהÊרביÊ,דומיםÊבמצביםÊ.זאת
ÊכאשרÊ"?כשרÊגלאטÊבשרÊרקÊלאכולÊמקפידÊאתהÊהאם"
Êזה"Ê:בעדינותÊמשיבÊהיהÊהואÊ",גלאטÊרקÊ,כן"Ê:בביטחוןÊענו
Ê:ברורÊהיהÊשלוÊהמסרÊ".גלאטÊלאÊזהÊאבלÊ,מותרÊאולי
Ê;טכניתÊמבחינהÊמותרÊשמשהוÊבכךÊדיÊלאÊ,כספיםÊבענייני

 .הואÊחייבÊלהיותÊנקיÊמכלÊרמזÊשלÊחוסרÊיושר

ÊעומדיםÊאנוÊשבוÊ,השנהÊלראשÊמתכונניםÊאנוÊכאשר
ÊכספםÊעםÊמתמודדיםÊאנוÊכיצדÊיבחןÊהואÊ,'הÊלפניÊלמשפט

ÊÊ.החטאÊמקוÊרחוקיםÊנשאריםÊאנוÊוהאםÊאחריםÊשל 

ÊלשוחדÊשדומהÊדברÊמכלÊנקיÊלרישוםÊשנזכהÊרצוןÊיהי
 .בענייניÊהכספיםÊשלנו

 

Member Prices Per Seat: 
  FULL 

First Seat 250₪ 
Add’l seats for spouse 
and dependent children 150₪ 
Add’l seats for extended 
family and out-of-town 
guests 

200₪ 

Early Bird 

225₪ 

135₪ 

180₪ 

Associate Member Prices Per Seat: 
First Seat 350₪ 

Additional seats  250₪ 

315₪ 

225₪ 

Non-Member Prices Per Seat: 
Each Seat* 500₪ 

LAST 
CHANCE! 

PAY for your Yomim Noraim seats 
by Midnight Sep 2 and receive a 

10% discount! 
From Sep 3 no discounts are available on seats 

To receive the њђњяђџ price: 
· You must be a full member (not an associate member). 
· Outstanding financial obligations must be paid in full. 
· You must have a standing order to pay via “horaat 

keva” or credit card, or must pay dues (190₪ per 
month.) for  Sept, Oct, and Nov 2025 in full. 

Buy your seats online at  

ahavasshalom.org/ynseats  
and pay with either NedarimPlus or PayPal. 

Please contact Brad Rubenstein 054-237-0028 or 
brad@ahavasshalom.org to arrange seats and payments. 

Non-members can begin purchasing seats on 3-Sep-25. 
Hardship cases will be handled with sensitivity and discretion. 


