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Money Manners

“...for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise,
and perverts the words of the righteous
(in judgement).” (Devarim 16:19)

The following story, which I heard
in my youth, illustrates the above
Pasuk: The Shach (Shabbsai ben Meir
HaKohen 1621-1662) was involved
in a din Torah with another man.
Though a great falmid chacham, the
Shach felt it was only right to go to
Beis Din. The other party, wary of local bias due to the

Shach’s reputation as a Tzadik, requested a hearing in a
distant community where the Shach was unknown. Both
sides presented their arguments to the dayanim in this far-
off Beis Din, and to the Shach’s surprise, he lost the case.
He asked one of the dayanim for the basis of the ruling,
and he learned it was drawn from a nearly identical case
in a new sefer on Choshen Mishpat, the Sifsei Kohen —
authored by none other than the Shach himself. The
Dayan, unaware that he was speaking with the author of
the Sifsei Kohen, had ruled impartially! The Shach said he
now understood the above verse’s warning: Even talmidei
chachamim can be blinded by money.

I believe it is important to share another perspective on
this verse, which is from an incident in my youth. There
was a dayan who started to lose his eyesight. Someone
remarked that it is obvious why he is losing his eyesight —
he must have taken bribes, as the verse clearly says a
bribe will blind the wise! I rejected this explanation as it
was lashon hora, or most probably moetzee shem ra, but that
comment lingered with me.

More recently, I learned of a student of the Arizal, also a
dayan, who would accept money for ruling on Choshen
Mishpat cases in a manner that was 100% halachically
permissible. Nevertheless, when he lost his vision,
rumors spread that it was due to accepting bribes. In
response he went to shul, and in front of the entire
congregation prayed, “Hashem, restore my sight in order

(Continued on page 3)

Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Yehuda A. and
Judy Gross on the birth of a great-
grandson to their grandchildren
Elazar and Chaya Field.

- DO -
Mazel Tov to Shmuel & Elisheva
Kovacs on the birth of a grandson
to Moshe Yosef & Nechama
Cohen. The Shalom Zachar will
be at the Kovacs home - 29 Nachal
Lachish, Apt #1 (stairwell on the right, 1 floor up)
from 21:00 to 23:00.

e F.

Bar Mitzvah in 5786?

If your son having a Bar Mitzvah in 5786, make sure you

schedule the date with us as soon as possible so as to avoid
disappointment due to scheduling conflicts. Contact
Naftali Kaplan Gabbai@AhavasShalom.org to schedule
your son’s Bar Mitzvah.

LAST CHANCE!

The Early Bird Discount ends

Midnight Sept 2

Sce the back page for more details

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.
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Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim
Thank you to all the sponsors of YBHZ in Av 5785:

Date Sponsor Honoree
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30 Av Pr7ia e In the merit of the success

and safety of our chayalim
fighting for Am Yisrael
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16:45-17:45

17:15-17:45 Junior AuB

NOTE
NEW TIME

New Contest!

CHOCOLATE CHASE

Come 4 times between Parshas
Shoftim and Vayeilech and get a

CHOCOLATE BAR!

Sponsored by Zev and Harriet
Kornbluh in honor of their
60th Wedding Anniversary!

Special Treats
Ice Cream Cones
Parve and Dairy

For boys who learn an hour!

Sponsored by the
Zacharin Family

L'ilui Nishmas Sara Bas Tzvi

Kids Shabbos Programs

Boi B’Shalom (for boys and girls) Will restart

NEXT WEEK
P’ Ki Seitzei (Sep 5)

STORY TIME
Witk Rabbi Seltzer
Friday Night in the Hall while the Rav gives his Drasha

¢/ GMACH SmAcHOT

» ‘f IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE
) %7 GMACH TO BORROW ITEMS
g NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,

ahavasshalom.org/smachot
Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584

NN
Wita RAv AvRoHOM BARUCH

Z ACHARIASH
This week from about 18:09 to 18:45.

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

Reminder: If you would like the® ﬁé%‘
Gabbai to read the name of a choleh on ;

Shabbos during the Mi SheBeirach, you *=*

must submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo =

by Thursday! Send your list of Hebrew Names using
Hebrew Letters to Mrs. Zakoo at office@ahavasshalom.org.




Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shiurim
this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mikvaos
TUESDAY 20:15: HILCHOS YOM HAKIPURIM

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Past shiurim are also available online on several platforms!

(Continued from page 1)

to show that I never took a bribe.” Miraculously, his
vision returned on the spot. From then on, he would sign
his name with the prescript, “Hashem, who performed a
miracle for me.” This teaches us that even the appearance
of bribery was enough of a reason to be punished.

This lesson is relevant to many of us, especially in
financial matters. I'm often asked about transactions that
are technically permissible but feel questionable, as my
rebbe, Rabbi Moshe Halberstam (1932-2006), would say,
“it smells fishy”, as it was similar to something which
was forbidden. Therefore, I advise people not to do it. In
similar  situations, my
Rebbe, would often ask
the questioner, “Do you
eat only glatt kosher?”
When they confidently
replied, “Yes, only glatt”,
he would gently respond,
“This may be allowed, but
it's not glatt.” His point
was

clear: In financial
dealings, it is not enough
for something to be technically permissible; it must be

clear of even a hint of impropriety.

As we prepare for Rosh Hashanah, when we stand in
judgment before Hashem, He will examine how we
handle other people’s money and whether we stay far
from the line of scrimmage.

May we merit a record untainted by anything that even
resembles bribery in our financial conduct.

GET ADISCOUNTED PRICE FOR
YOMIM NORAIM SEATS!

ENHANCE YOUR
COMMITMENT BY SUPPORTING
OUR SHUL AND BEIS MEDRASH.

Questions that appear in this newsletter come from RBSsemicha.com.

The Rav’s Tuesday shiur will begin learning the laws of
Yom Kippur during Elul. Are you ready for Elul?

Q&A: One Candle—or Two?

Moe Shapiro lost both his parents many years ago.

On Yom Kippur there is a custom to light a Yahr-

zeit candle for one's parents. What is the minimum
number of candles that Moe may light?
1)One (one candle to cover both parents).
2)Two (one candle for each parent).

1) One candle suffices for both parents, as they
are together one neshama, so one candle will rep-
resent both their neshamas. Note that some people
follow the second opinion and light one candle for each
parent (2 total). 0.C. 610; M.B. 12

Q&A: YK Restroom Attire

Moe Shapiro was sitting in his
"Yom Kippur finest" — a beau-
tiful white tallis and a hand-
some white kittel. But, by the time the
chazan was 45 minutes into the repeti-
tion of the morning shemoneh esrei, Moe
had an urge to go to the restroom.
Which items must Moe remove before
entering the restroom?
1) Tallis (gadol)
2) Kittel
3) Tallis (katan)

1) Tallis and 2) Kittel. Both of these garments are
considered special garments set aside for prayer

on Yom Kippur (and Pesach night). A garment set

aside for prayer should not be brought into the restroom.
0.C. 610; M.B. 18

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your
loved ones or in honor of a special occasion,
and all the learning and davening that take
place in our shul during that day will be in the
merit of your choosing. Just 120m per
sponsorship, which is announced via a notice
on the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as
well as an announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day

please contact Mrs. Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

3 Elul sponsored by the Fern Family
5 QINY PN Ja PRI 22999 vy

4 Elul sponsored by the Madowicz Family
'y DUYN YYHIN® NI MY b

7 Elul sponsored by the Helprin Family
7y 197 TYION N2 YN

7 Elul sponsored by the Brucker Family
7y INIIY N2 N2 oy




CHANCE!

PAY for your Yomim Noraim scats
by Midnight Sep 2 and rececive a

10% discount!

From Sep 3 no discounts are available on seats

Member Prices Per Scat;
FULL Early Bird

250 225n
1500 135n
200~ 180w

Associate Member Prices Per Secat:

3500 3150
250 225w

Non-Member Prices Per Scat;

500 X

First Seat

Add’l scats for spouse
and dependent children

Add’l seats for extended
family and out-of-town
guests

Additional scats

To receive the MEMBER price:

¢ You must be a full member (not an associate member).

¢ Outstanding financial obligations must be paid in full.

e You must have a standing order to pay via “horaat
keva” or credit card, or must pay dues (190m per
month.) for Sept, Oct, and Nov 2025 in full.

Buy your seats online at
ahavasshalom.org/ynseats
and pay with either NedarimPlus or PayPal.

Please contact Brad Rubenstein 054-237-0028 or
brad@ahavasshalom.org to arrange seats and payments.

Non-members can begin purchasing seats on 3-Sep-25.

Hardship cases will be handled with sensitivity and discretion.
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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