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On Fire

“You shall make a Menorah of pure
gold...” (Shemos 25:31)

Chazal tell us that Moshe Rabbeinu
had difficulty understanding how to
make the Menorah. Because of this,
Hashem told Moshe to throw the
gold into the fire and the Menorah
came out ready-made (Rashi ibid).

Chazal also tell us that when giving
the mitzvah of Machatzis Hashekel,
Hashem showed Moshe a coin made of fire. Why out of all
the vessels in the mishkan was the Menorah the one that
Moshe couldn’t understand? Regarding the half shekel, it
seems to me that this was a pretty simple task, so why was
it necessary for Hashem to show Moshe a coin made of
fire?

I would like to share an answer that I saw. The Menorah,
which is made of gold, represents learning Torah, which is
“kneged kulam” — the greatest of all mikzvos. However, the
half shekel is mere money, which corrupts society and
makes people do silly things. Moshe didn’t understand
how the greatest of spirituality should be represented with
gold, and how money could be used to obtain the greatest
good, something that is called the “achdus of Yisrael” and
the “atonement of each person”?

Moshe was not perplexed about the physical aspect of the
Menorah or the half shekel. However, he did not
understand how these golden items bring about growth in
spirituality. For both of these items there is a one-word
answer: Fire! Meaning if a person has passion, even the
most mundane things can have a great impact.

For example, dynamite was originally created to help
people build by breaking
through rocks. It was not
created
destructive force against
people. But like
anything else in the “s.__
world, it could be used
negative way. The same could be * said with personal
wealth, which often breeds distrust and disagreement
between people. Yet when money is used for communal
needs, it becomes a binding force through which a
community can achieve greatness.
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The commentators explain that the Shulchan is described in

(Continued on page 2)

Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Yosef and Esther Lubliner on
the birth of a granddaughter to their
children Moshe and Tsipora Lubliner.

Boi B’Shalom

Meeting every Erev Shabbos 30 minutes before Mincha.

This week at 16:51

When you have a simcha (or R’L a sad
event), it is so easy to have it included in
the next newsletter! Just send an email to
lev@ahavasshalom.org! Deadline is 11:00
Thurs.
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Reminder: Sending an instant message, an

email, or speaking to anyone else will probably result in your
announcement not making it to the newsletter!

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Terumah
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Erev Shabbos 3 39
Mincha 1 12:30 'R 130
Candle Lighting 16:59/17:19 A3 PN
Mincha 2 17:21 '3 713N
Sunset 17:39 pY

Shabbos Day 53T or
Brachos 08:00 a3
Shochein Ad 08:30 W
Latest Shema - M. A. 08:15 x7anh w7p 1071 90
Latest Shema - G'ra 08:59 Rl w7p T 910
Mincha 1 13:00 'R ATI0
Pele Yoetz Shiur 16:40 e 879
Mincha 2 16:55 '3 7nn
Sunset 17:40 mypw
Ma’ariv 1 18:17 'R 2PN
Ma’ariv 2 18:40 '3 3N
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(Continued from page 1)

the Torah before the Menorah for the same reason that
Zevullun always precedes Yissachar. As great as learning
Torah is, it needs to have financial support that is given
freely and willingly by those who appreciate the value of
Torah. Only with those contributions that are given
generously from the heart can in depth study of the Torah
be achieved. Therefore, we make the Menorah out of gold
because we must have the greatest amount of genuine
support to facilitate Torah learning at its optimum.

The message that Hashem
was giving to Moshe
Rabbeinu was that objects
are neither good nor bad —
it is only a question of what
one does with them. The
Menorah should be made
specifically from gold, to
achieve the greatest
amount of Torah study
possible. This was contrary
to what Moshe thought
would be the greatest way
of growth.

We might wonder, “Why are these the tools that Hashem
gave me to serve Him? He certainly could have given me
something that is more beneficial to my spiritual
growth?!” We should keep in mind Hashem gave us the
exact tools we need to accomplish our goals. Our job is
just to figure out how.

COMMUNITY CARE

Do you know someone in our Kehilla
who is unwell?

Please let us know so that we can
avvange kome,/ hospital visits and
meals.

Contact: Alan Rubenstein 054-398-8570

You can also inform the Ahavas Shalom Vaad.
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AuB Motza'ei Shabbos at 19 15'
Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour

Thank you to this week's sponsors:
Ice Cream: Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Seltzer
You can also sponsor the

Prizes, Treats or Ice Cream for just 150 ILS
contact Shlomo Hollander‘ for‘ de‘ralls



Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of
your loved ones or in honor of a special
occasion, and all
davening that take place in our shul
during that day will be in the merit of
your choosing. Just 120m per sponsorship,

the learning and

which is announced via a notice on the
“Netziv Hayom” board in the shul,
announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please
contact Mrs. Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

as well as an

28 Shevat sponsored by the Beer Family

57t 139% Ja PHYY BNYAN vy

29 Shevat sponsored by the Simkin Family

a7y MOY NI PN vy

29 Shevat sponsored by the Druyan Family

a7y 119997 N AINY vy

30 Shevat sponsored by the Lubliner Family

o DY )2 PNY vy

30 Shevat sponsored by the Alan Rubenstein Family

57t 1999R 12 TY92 T vy

1 Adar sponsored by the Lippman Family

57 Y9N AWN Ja APy ONYAN vy

) GMACH SMACHOT

0 " IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE
12}} GMACH TO BORROW ITEMS
NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,

SO
ahavasshalom.org/smachot
Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shi- =
urim this coming week: EEek

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mikoaos
TUESDAY 20:15: Hilchos Puiim
All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

Pele Yoetz Shiur

Continuing this Shabbos afternoon, Rav
Zachariash will give his shiur for men
on Pele Yoetz. This week, the shiur will
begin at 16:35 in the hall on the

topic 919.

Leil Shabbos Learning and Onegs

&= T

Dozens of Men and Boys are learning
every Leil Shabbos in our Beis Medrash

Sponsor all the programs over
one Shabbos for just 250

Questions that appear in this newsletter come from
RBSsemicha.com. Four volumes of questions are now available
in print. See rbssemicha.com/books for more information.

The Tuesday Halacha shiur is now learning Hilchos
PURIM —see how well you do with these questions

Q&A:A Fast Pregnancy

On the day before Purim, Tamar Berkowitz was
only 3 months pregnant with Adina — and feeling
great. Does she need to fast on Taanis Esther accord-

ing to the M.B. and A.H.?
The M.B. brings down several opinions; some
hold that a woman does not need to fast and, oth-
ers which say that she must fast (unless she is
experiencing some type of pain or difficulty). The A.H.
holds that a pregnant woman does not need to fast on

Taanis Esther (especially if it not held on the 13th of Adar).
OC 686 M.B.4; AH. 4

Q&A:The Absolute Minimum

13-year-old Hudy was too interested in his "Agent
Emes" costume to be bothered with shaloch manos,
but his father Reuven reminded him of the obliga-
Mart

and
just

tion, so he went to the East Side Kosher
bought one small rugela (half an ounce,

over a kezayis), and a miniature can of
coke (150ml), put them both in a
nice "Purim" bag, and presented (;
them to his best friend Josh Feld- |
man. According to the A.H., has »
he fulfilled his obligation to give
shalach manos on Purim?

No. While an olive-sized amount of food, or a
Arevi'is of drink, is the minimum amount to be

called "food" or "drink," the A.H. says that the
person must give a "significant" or "honorable" food gift.
Giving the minimum would not fulfill the obligation. Note
that if someone wants to give out the minimum to many
people, he may still do so, as long as one of the gifts con-
tain two "significant” food items. This is because the obliga-

tion of shalach manos is to give out two gifts to one person.
OC695 A.H. 15




MISHLOACH MANOS

i CAMPAIGN

3 Simple Options ==
for 5785 '

“Hakaras HaTov"to the

Rav & Rebbetzen

Large “"Hakaras HaTov"
(20 pre-selected Names)*

Entire Kehilla
(80+ Names)

< 40.
O 125
450.

Join up with one of these Mishloach Manos options for
Purim 5785.

The Ahavas Shalom Neshei is creating elegant packages
which will be delivered to shul members by Purim Day.
Prepare for Purim with less stress, while supporting the
shul at the same timel!

Early Bird Special on "Entire Kehilla":

360mn

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL ENDS
MIDNIGHT THIS
MOTZA'EI SHABBOS

Order and Pay Online:

Ahavasshalom.org/Mm

*see online for the full list of hames

Deadline for all orders is Friday Mar 7 @ 13:00
Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

Reminder: If you would like the
Gabbai to read the name of a choleh on
Shabbos during the Mi SheBeirach, you
must submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo =
by Thursday! Send your list of Hebrew Names using
Hebrew Letters to Mrs. Zakoo at office@ahavasshalom.org.
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Learning and Oneg Shabbos

16:51 Boi BeShalom Kids” programs (Girls and Boys)
20:45 Boys: Learning followed by Oneg Shabbos at 21:15
20:45-21:45 Bochurim: Learning with special snack table
20:45 Adults: Beis Medrash Learning or Alshich Hakadosh
shiur from R" Avishai Hill followed by Oneg Shabbos 21:45

Weekday “1(Fri) 'a(Thu) 1(Wed) *a(Tue) ra(Mon) 'R(Sun) or oanr
times until | 06:20,07:15,08:15 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | nrnw | 210 0%
Parshas 12:30, 17:27 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 anm | D19 TV
Tetzaveh *Hall 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 2rwn nixn

HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 PAoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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