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What Do | Really Want? Lifecycles
“I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, that I Mazel Tov to Yehoshua & Liz

may multiply My signs and marvels in
the land of Eqypt.” (Shemos 7:3)

When we are in situations in which
we are forced to do something we
don’t want to do, we sometimes

mutter to ourselves, “If I had my

Frohlich on the upcoming wedding
of their daughter Rena to Mordechai
Weinblatt, on Monday, Jan 27 at
Sokoya Hall. The Kehilla is invited to
the Chuppah at 18:30 and the Simchas
Chosson V’Kallah at 21:45.

choice about this, I wouldn’t be doing
it.” Whereas other times, we realize
while we are doing it that it is
actually to our betterment to do it.

Pharaoh didn’t want to let the Jews go, and Hashem
hardened his heart to make sure that it would not happen.
This was in order that Hashem could afflict Pharaoh with
all 10 plagues. All the meforshim ask, “How could Hashem
be so unjust?! Hashem Himself hardened Pharaoh’s heart,
resulting in him not letting the Jews go! Why should
Pharaoh suffer because Hashem wants to send more
plagues?”

One of the most famous answers given to this question is
that Pharaoh really didn’t want to let the Jews go, but if his
heart had not been hardened, he would have been forced
to let them go to end his persecution. Therefore, Hashem
had to harden Pharaoh’s heart in order to keep Pharaoh’s
free choice at an “even keel”.

The Beis Halevi (Yosef Dov Soloveitchik 1820-1892) takes
this to another level, and he contrasts this concept with the
famous Rambam in Hilchos Gittin, where the Rambam says
that when halacha demands that the husband give the wife
a get, yet the husband refuses to give it, he is beaten until
he agrees to give her the get. The Rambam explains that
although the get must be given out of free will, this is not
called giving a get under duress because deep down every
Jew really wants to do the right thing. It is just that this
Jew’s yetzer hara got in the way, so by beating the husband
we are weakening the yetzer hara and allowing his true
underlying desire to do Hashem’s mifkzvos to surface.
Therefore, the husband is giving the get under his own free
will, because deep-down all Jews want to do good.

As for a gentile like Pharaoh, we can now understand that
his underlying desire was to oppress the Jews, and to force
him to free the Jews would be a contradiction to his
internal conscience. The hardening of Pharaoh’s heart
allowed his true desire to be expressed, which was not
giving the Jews the opportunity to leave. Therefore,

(Continued on page 2)

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial

RESERVE OR BUY A JOURNAL AD ONLINE
AHAVASSHALOM.ORG/mm2025

GET A COMPLIMENTARY SEAT AT
THE DINNER WITH THE
PURCHASE OF A FULL PAGE AD

(GET MORE SEATS WITH SILVER, GOLD AND DIAMOND PAGES)

DEADLINE FOR ADS: 13:00 30-JAN-25

MELAVEH

MALKAH
HoNORING

MR. AITAN ZACHARIN
THE HALL AT KEHILLAS AHAVAS TZION

MoTZzA’El SHABBOS BESHALACH
FEB 8 OR 11 SHEVAT

AN, -

4D

Clnndveist 7

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vaera
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Erev Shabbos 3 39
Mincha 1 12:30 'R A7I0
Candle Lighting 16:29/16:49 A3 PN
Mincha 2 16:51 '3 713N
Sunset 17:09 mypw

Shabbos Day 3T or
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Latest Shema — G'ra 09:14 Rl w7p T 910
Mincha 1 13:00 'R ATI0
Pele Yoetz Shiur 16:10 Tyr 879
Mincha 2 16:25 '3 7nn
Sunset 17:10 mypw
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Ma’ariv 2 18:10 '3 20
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(Continued from page 1)
Pharaoh truly deserved the punishment that he received.

When we are forced to do mitzvos, due to social pressure,
or for financial or other reasons, we may wonder, “Is it
really best for me to be ‘forced” to do something that I
really don’t want to do?”

My analogy for this is the device called an alarm clock:
When the person is wide awake and is aware of what he
has to do the next morning, he sets the alarm to the time
that is necessary for him
to get up. However,
when the alarm goes off
in the morning and he is
still half asleep, he has
millions of reasons to
explain why last night’s
decision was wrong and
he should be going back
to sleep. We all
understand that those reasons are not borne out of logic;
rather they are borne out of his desire to sleep. If he were
to have all his faculties with him, he would instead be
jumping out of bed.

The next time the yetzer hara tells you to do something, try
to imagine how you would respond if you weren’t
involved - for example, pretend that someone else was
asking you for advice. You may find out that it is easier to
listen to the yetzer tov than to the yetzer hara, for the yetzer
tov’s position is usually borne out of logical thought,
whereas the yefzer hara is just a desire of the moment.

May we all merit — no matter how difficult it is — to make
the right choices.

Stay In Touch!

Visit Ahavasshalom.org/list to subscribe
to our email list and get notifications di-

rectly to your inbox!
You can also sign up for the shul’s instant MRS

communication group on the same page!
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Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour

Thank you to this week's sponsors:
Ice Cream and Treats: Bodzin Family
Prizes: Zev Kornbluh and Family

You can also sponsor the
Prizes, Treats or Ice Cream for just 150 ILS
contact Shlomo Hollander for details



Leil Shabbos Learning Program
Last Shabbos, the boys

who regularly attended | =
the Leil Shabbos Learning P St
Program received a cus- & o)
tomized “birkon” gift. | | ﬁl?g‘
Thanks to Rabbi Naftali | .

Kaplan for running the , ‘ wj:u

very popular program gt

and to Rabbi Eliahu Ja- ) e

cobs for sponsoring the L0

gift and supporting the | =

program.

If you were supposed to receive this gift, but didn’t
manage to come last week, please come this leil Shab-
bos to get it.

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of
your loved ones or in honor of a special
occasion, and all the learning and
davening that take place in our shul
during that day will be in the merit of
your choosing. Just 120m  per
sponsorship, which is announced via a

notice on the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as

an announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day
please contact Mrs. Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

14 Teves sponsored by the Escovitz Family

91 ONYAN YN 12 MDY vy

19 Teves sponsored by the Berlin Family
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20 Teves sponsored by the Landau Family

571 APY? 1A YW DIVIRN vy

24 Teves sponsored by the Zachariash Family

571 APY? 1A W DINIRN vy

24 Teves sponsored by the Beer Family
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Questions that appear in this newsletter come from
RBSsemicha.com. Four volumes of questions are now available
in print. See rbssemicha.com/books for more information.

Q&A: Grabbing a deal on
Small Business Saturday?
On the Saturday after Thanksgiv-

ing, East Side Electronics
took part in the world-
wide “Small Business Saturday®” sales
event and offered HP EliteBook® laptops for the ridicu-
lously low price of just $150 each. Levy really wanted to
get one of these, but the store was only offering the sale on
Saturday until it closed at 5:00pm, which was entirely dur-
ing Shabbos, so it was forbidden for him to buy it. Howev-
er, may Levy give $150 to his gentile neighbor, Chris
Kunzler, on Friday, and ask him to buy a laptop on Shab-
bos for him?
No. One may not give money to a gentile before
AShabbos and ask him to purchase something on
Shabbos. However, it is possible on Friday for
Levy to suggest that Chris buy the laptop on Saturday for

himself, and then Levy can buy the laptop from him after
Shabbos. 0C307:3 M.B. 13

How Much Is That Lexus at
the Shabbos Table?

At the Shabbos table at

the Khodedadian home,

JoJo Shehebar mentioned

to his host that he had just bought a new Lexus IS300.

"Really, I was looking at that, but bought the ES350 instead.

How much did you end up paying for it?" asked Moshe

Khodedadian, the host. May JoJo respond with how much
he spent on his car?

Yes. Since neither party is interested in buying a

car, it is not considered "business," but instead

just "idle talk" and it is permitted to discuss the

exact price. However, the Maggid Mishneh and the M.B.

hold that one should not engage in idle talk on Shabbos.

OC 307 M.B. 27

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shi- = \
SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mikvaos
TUESDAY 20:15: NEW!! Hilchos Yom Tov

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

urim this coming week:

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Reminder: If you would like the w 9 é %-

Gabbai to read the name of a choleh on
Shabbos during the Mi SheBeirach, you %
must submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo —

by Thursday! Send your list of Hebrew Names using
Hebrew Letters to Mrs. Zakoo at officec@ahavasshalom.org.

COMMUNITY CARE

Do you know someone in our Kehilla
who is unwell?

Please let us know so Hhat we can
avvange kome/ hospital visits and
meals.

Contact: Alan Rubenstein 054-398-8570

You can also inform the Ahavas Shalom Vaad.




Leil Shabbos Learning and Onegs
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Dozens of Men and Boys are learning
every Leil Shabbos in our Beis Medrash

Sponsor all the programs over
one Shabbos for just 250

Proper Payments

Please don’t put cash into the pushka
to try to pay an outstanding shul
obligation. Instead, give your cash
to a vaad member, or just pay using
Nedarim Plus.

When paying online, please remember to include
a note explaining the purpose of your donation.

Pele Yoetz Shiur

Continuing this Shabbos afternoon,
Rav Zachariash will give his shiur for
men on Pele Yoetz. This week, the
shiur will begin at 16:10 in the hall on
the topic ya9.

Mevarchin Rosh Chodesh Shevat
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The Molad will be Wednesday, 17
minutes and 17 chalakim after 6 in the morning.
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Rosh Chodesh Shevat will be on Thursday.
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Learning and Oneg Shabbos

16:21 Boi BeShalom Kids” programs (Girls and Boys)
20:30 Boys: Learning followed by Oneg Shabbos at 21:00
20:30-21:30 Bochurim: Learning with special snack table
20:30  Adults: Beis Medrash Learning or Alshich Hakadosh
shiur from R” Avishai Hill followed by Oneg Shabbos 21:30

Weekday “1(Fri) 'a(Thu) 1(Wed) *a(Tue) *a(Mon) 'R(Sun) or oanr
times until | 06:20,07:15,08:15 | 06:14, 07:15% 08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20, 07:15, 08:10 nanw | 7210 M7
Parshas 12:30, 16:58 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 13.00, 15:15 anm | DY TV
Bo *Hall 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 arwn X2
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Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
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Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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