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The Power of Prayer

“And I besought Hashem at that time,
saying...” (Devarim 3:23)
Among the stories in the Torah, one
of the most difficult to understand is

that of Moshe hitting the rock. This
infraction led to a severe

consequence: Moshe was barred from
entering Erefz Yisrael, a privilege he
fervently sought in this week’s
parsha, praying some 515 times (see
Midrash Aggadah to Devarim 3:23). Despite his prayers, he
was not able to get a reprieve to enter Erefz Yisrael. How do

we make sense of such an incident?

The short and simple answer is “The bigger they are, the
harder they fall.” What might seem a minor infraction to us
was, for someone of Moshe Rabbeinu’s stature, a colossal
sin. While we may grasp this intellectually, it remains
challenging to fully comprehend why Moshe’s action was
deemed so severe.

To understand, we must first consider Moshe Rabbeinu’s
position in Kial Yisrael. As their leader, he had to meet their
spiritual and physical needs, while serving as the conduit
between them and Hashem. But what was his personal
mission? Like every Jew, Moshe’s purpose was to live a life
of Torah, sanctifying Hashem’s great name in all his
actions. If he was meant to bring about a kiddush Hashem in
a more spectacular way and instead fell short — by striking
the rock rather than speaking to it — he failed in a primary
obligation in this world. As a result, he was not permitted
entry into Erefz Yisrael.

But what of his 515 prayers? Why couldn’t they reverse his
decree? The answer lies in a fundamental truth: Prayer can
bring you to your destined place, but it cannot take you
beyond your designated realm. Consider Klal Yisrael’s sin
with the Golden Calf. Even though Hashem forgave them,
they did not merit to receive the luchos rishonos again; they
received the [uchos shenios instead. Their repentance,
though complete, could not restore them to where they
were before, as the sin had changed them. Similarly, Moshe
Rabbeinu’s prayers, as intense as they were, could not
restore what he had lost.

Yet, the Mabit (Moses ben Joseph di Trani 1500-1580) offers
a profound insight. He explains that no sincere prayer goes
unanswered. As proof, in Moshe Rabbeinu’s case in Parshas
Va'eschanan, his prayers were partially fulfilled through his

(Continued on page 3)

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.

Don’t Be Left Out!
When you have a simcha (or R”L a sad event),

it is so easy to have it included in the next \,‘Y"ia%et
newsletter! Just send an email to -

lev@ahavasshalom.org by 11:00 Thurs. C: ‘9

Reminder: Sending an instant message, an
email, or speaking to anyone else will probably result in your
announcement not making it to the newsletter!

COMMUNITY CARE

Do you know someone in our Kehilla
who is unwell?
Please let us know so that we can av-

vange komo/ hospital visits and meals.
Contack: Alan Rubenstein 054-398-8570

Shiurim
with the Rayv

The Rav will be giving 2 shi-
urim this coming week: e

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mikvaos
TUESDAY 20:15: Returning to Hilchos Yom Tov

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom

Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Va’eschanan
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Ma’ariv 2 20:32 '3 30




Early Bird Special!

PAY for your Yomim Noraim scats
by Midnight Sep 2 and reccive a

10% discount!

Member Prices Per Secat:
FULL Early Bird

250 225n
1500 135w
200~ 180w

First Seat

Add’'l seats for spouse
and dependent children

Add'l seats for extended
family and out-of-town
guests

Associate Member Prices Per Seat:

350n 3150
250n 225n

Non-Member Prices Per Seat;

500 X

To receive the MEMBER price:

¢ You must be a full member (not an associate member).

o Outstanding financial obligations must be paid in
full.

e You must have a standing order to pay via “horaat
keva” or credit card, or must pay dues (190 per
month.) for Sept, Oct, and Nov 2025 in full.

Additional seats

Buy your seats online at ahavasshalom.org/ynseats
and pay with either NedarimPlus or PayPal.

Please contact Brad Rubenstein 054-237-0028 or
brad@ahavasshalom.org to arrange seats and payments.

Non-members can begin purchasing seats on 3-Sep-25.

Hardship cases will be handled with sensitivity and discretion.

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your
loved ones or in honor of a special occasion, and
all the learning and davening that take place in
our shul during that day will be in the merit of
your choosing. Just 120m per sponsorship,
which is announced via a notice on the “Netziv Hayom”

board in the shul, as well as an announcement in this

newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact Mrs. Zakoo
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

7 Av sponsored by the Lasker Family
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8 Av sponsored by the Solway Family
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17:00-18:00

17:30-18:00 Junior Avos uBanim

SHABBOS AFTERNOON!I
Treats for all participants

Special Treats
lce Cream
Cones and Pops

Parve and Dairy

Only for boys who learn a
full hour!

) -5 . . Sponsored by. the
i ., Hill chlrnllyg
Boi B’Shalom

No BBS until P’ Shoftim (Aug 29)
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\./y | IFYOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE
)97 GMACH TO BORROW ITEMS
| NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,

ahavasshalom.org/smachot
Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Reminder: If you would like the® . ‘
Gabbai to read the name of a choleh on mﬁ@%

Shabbos during the Mi SheBeirach, you %
must submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo

by Thursday! Send your list of Hebrew Names using
Hebrew Letters to Mrs. Zakoo at officec@ahavasshalom.org.




Tisha B’Av 5785

On behalf of the Kehilla, we would like to thank all the
people who were involved in making Tisha B’Av so
meaningful this year, including:

Peretz Dissen for organizing all the participants during the
Kinos.

The Rav, Rabbi Yakov Haber and Rabbi Rafi Brodie for
giving over the afternoon shiurim.

A special thanks to all the members who introduced a
Kina. As one member said, “I got more out of the
introductions than from the Kinos themselves!”

The videos of the Tisha B’Av Afternoon shiurim are
available at www.ahavasshalom.org.

Questions that appear in this newsletter come from RBSsemicha.com.

The Rav’s Tuesday shiur is learning the laws of Yom Tov.
Are you ready? Test yourself with these questions:

Q&A: Nachamu Eruv

Two new Jewish families moved in to Jonathan's

apartment building in Manhattan's Westside

(which was outside of the Manhattan eruv). The
three families made an eruv and stored the box of matzah
in Jonathan's apartment. But, on Shabbos Nachamu, Jona-
than went away for a single's weekend at the Boca Gate-
ways Hotel, leaving his apartment locked — with the box
of matzah on the inside. May the other two Jewish families
still carry within the apartment building on Shabbos if they
know exactly where the box of matzah is in Jonathan's
home, even though it is inaccessible?

No. Since the box of matzah is not accessible, the

eruv is invalid and the other two Jewish families

may not carry during this Shabbos while Jona-
than is away. The only way the eruv may be made valid is
if Jonathan would give one of the remaining families the
key to his apartment, or place the matzah in an accessible
place, such as in one of the apartments of the other two
Jewish families, or even in the hallway of the apartment
building. OC 345

GET A DISCOUNTED PRICE FOR
YOMIM NORAIM SEATS!

ENHANCE YOUR
COMMITMENT BY SUPPORTING
OUR SHUL AND BEIS MEDRASH.

(Continued from page 1)

being granted the ability to see the entirety of Eretz
Yisrael, even if he could not enter it. This partial
fulfillment was realized through his tefilos.

We find ourselves now in the seven weeks leading to Rosh
Hashanah, a period of consolation from Hashem after His
exiling us. This should place us in teshuvah mode,
culminating on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. We
must realize that our sins, which prevent the Beis
Hamikdash from being rebuilt in our days, have changed
us from who we were a year ago. We must reverse course
and reassess what we are supposed to be doing from now
until Rosh Hashanah. While this time of year is when
people are often on vacation, and grow lax in observing
many mitzvos, we should do the opposite and strengthen
our commitment to performing mifzvos, giving us a head
start on our teshuva process. With Hashem’s help, may
we merit a Kesiva Vachasima Tova, and even serve as a
catalyst for bringing the Geula Shleima.




Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim
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Be part of the mitzvah!

Thanks to our current

sponsors, including:

. Rav Zachariash

. Avishai Hill

. Naftali Kaplan
Ranan Bodzin

You can still sponsor one
of the remaining days,
bringing Kol Torah into
our Beis Medrash for only

300r

Donate via Nedarim Plus
ahavasshalom.org/nedarim

For more information,
please speak to

Naftali Kaplan
gabbai@ahavasshalom.org
or (054) 843-8919
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,

don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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