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Not ‘“Under The Influence”

“Assemble and hearken, O sons of Jacob;
Hearken to Israel your father.” (Bereishis
49:2)

I once heard an amazing explanation
from a world-renowned speaker on

why there are so many different
strands of original Judaism? Litvaks.
Chasidim. Sefardim. Teimanim. And
more! If you take away the ‘spice’,
they are all exactly the same. The
differences between each of these sects are really rather

small when you look at the totality of what a “frum” Jew
is supposed to do. Despite that, there seems to always be
a bit of tension between the different sects. However, on
the higher levels of the Gedolei Yisrael, we find that they
were and are able to work together without any
impediments.

About 40 years ago I heard an explanation of this from a
wise man, who said, “The Jews of every community tend
to absorb some of the secular mindset of where they live.
The gedolim, however, rebuff any such influence, and
remain true to the Torah. Therefore, on the lower levels
there may be some kind of a conflict based on where each
sect existed. But, on the truly religious levels, where there
is no secular impact, they are all able to get along.”

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky (1891-1986) addressed this exact
point at the Agudah Convention in Jerusalem in the year
1980. He said that when Yaakov had his sons come to
him, before he gave each one their individual blessing,
they all said, “Shema Yisrael Hashem Elokeinu Hashem
Echad!” They were saying to their father that they had no
secular influences regarding their individual means of
service to Hashem. They said this because even though
he was about to send them off in 12 different directions of
Avodas Hashem, they wanted Yaakov to know that at the
core, they would be serving one G-d with no exterior
influences.

We know from the Arizal that there are really 12 nuschaos
of prayer, as each tribe had its own way of serving
Hashem and had a corresponding nusach. This seems to
contradict the Medrash which states that when the princes
of each tribe brought their offerings in the beginning of
the month of Nisan, they all brought the exact same
offering, while they each had different kavanos which
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Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vayechi
1 s naw mh

Erev Shabbos 3 39
Mincha 1 12:30 'R 130
Candle Lighting 16:17/16:37 s mpn
Mincha 2 g Srnianlal
Sunset 16:57 pw

Shabbos Day 13T or
Brachos 08:00 maa3
Shochein Ad 08:30 W
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:27 R7307 7P 10T 9D
Latest Shema — G'ra 09:14 Nty w”p 107 90
Mincha 1 13:00 'R N30
Pele Yoetz Shiur 16:00 TyY 879
Mincha 2 16:15 g Rrniahlal
Sunset 16:58 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 17:35 'R 2PN
Ma’ariv 2 17:58 '3 3N

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.
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corresponded to their unique ways of service. However, if
this is true, why do the 12 tribes have to have different
nuschaos of prayer? Why not just pray the same words
with different kavanos? It seems to me that since prayer is
the ultimate “service of the heart”, therefore what is in
one’s heart must be expressed with words, whereas
offerings are an act of physical service, and not a “service
of the heart”. Therefore, what one was thinking was
enough to impact his action.

When we say “Shema Yisrael”, our goal should be that our
service of Hashem is pure and not impacted by secular
culture and ideas. With that in place, we can all find our
own self-expression. However, it is usually difficult for
most people to tread their own path in the service of
Hashem. Therefore, by and large for most of us, it is
worthwhile to just follow the trodden path laid out by the
gedolei Yisrael. This way we will surely be on a non-
externally influenced path of avodas Hashem and be part of
the “shema Yisrael” of the 12 tribes.

May we merit that our service to Hashem is totally holy
with no foreign influences.

Tal nlax

AuB Motza'ei Shabbos at 19:00¥
Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour

Thank you to this week's sponsors:
Prizes: Zev Kornbluh and Family

You can also sponsor the
Prizes, Treats or Ice Cream for just 150 ILS
contact Shlomo Hollander for details
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Pele Yoetz Shiur

Continuing this Shabbos afternoon,
Rav Zachariash will give his shiur for
men on Pele Yoetz. This week, the
shiur will begin at 16:00 in the hall on
the topic wan.

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved
ones or in honor of a special occasion, and all the
learning and davening that take place in our shul
during that day will be in the merit of your
choosing. Just 120 mper sponsorship, which is

announced via a notice on the “Nefziv Hayom” board in the
shul, as well as an announcement in this newsletter. To
day  please Mrs. Zakoo
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

sponsor a contact

3 Teves sponsored by the Albert Family
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9 Teves sponsored by the Lubliner Family
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Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Reminder: If you would like the wﬁéﬁ‘

Gabbai to read the name of a choleh on

Shabbos during the Mi SheBeirach, you =

must submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo

by Thursday! Send your list of Hebrew Names using Hebrew
Letters to Mrs. Zakoo at office@ahavasshalom.org.

Did you make a pledge to the shul?
Fulfill your pledge online with ease!

ToP 3 METHODS PAYMENT METHODS:

o Nedarim Plus terminal next to the front door
e Online at ahavasshalom.org/NEDARIM
o PayPal.me/ahavasshalom

Please help our bookkeeper by always writing a note—or
sending a separate email —which explains the purpose of your
payment/donation. For example, include the parsha or pledge
date if applicable. Thank you!!

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shi- = :
urim this coming week: e —~—————
SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mikvaos
TUESDAY 20:15: NEW!! Hilchos Yom Tov

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

Questions that appear in this newsletter come from
RBSsemicha.com. Four volumes of questions are now available
in print. See rbssemicha.com/books for more information.

Q&A: Ordering Shabbos Lunch

Reuven and Sarah went on an anniversary trip to
Israel and stayed at the Jerusalem Plaza Hotel. On
Friday, Reuven ordered the Shabbos dinner and
shalosh seudos, but not the Shabbos luncheon. He hoped to
wake up early with his wife and daven at sunrise at the
Kosel, then come back and eat the free breakfast as their
second meal. Unfortunately, it didn't work out as planned,
as they both woke up late. They decided to daven at The
Great Synagogue across the street, but by the time the
lengthy service was finished, the breakfast was over. May
Reuven go to the dining room for Shabbos lunch at 1:30pm
and tell the Arab maitre d’ to charge the lunch to his room,
which Reuven would pay for when he checks out of the
hotel later in the week?

Yes. Reuven may obligate himself for the cost of
the luncheon because it is a Shabbos necessity.
However, he may not discuss the cost of the

lunch, transfer money, or make any official kinyon.
OC 306 M.B. 55

Belinda The Gentile Bottle Opener

Dovid Lipshitz hosted a|
Kiddush at The Boca Shul to
thank Hashem for his recov- |
ery from his latest accident on Saw- |
grass Circle. He hired Belinda Orte-
ga, a gentile, to come on Shabbos g
day to set up the food. Before he Z\fvg
recovered, Dovid decided to "take B
on" the stringency of not opening

plastic soda bottles on Shabbos. |
However, on Friday afternoon, he,
had 100 bottles of soda set aside for
the Kiddush and was not looking forward to opening
them. Instead, may he wait until Shabbos day and directly
ask Belinda Ortega to open the bottles as she puts them on
the table — even though Dovid himself is stringent and
holds that they may not be opened due to the disagreement
among poskim in this matter?

Yes. Dovid may ask Belinda to open the bottles.

Even though Dovid would not open up the

bottles himself, this is due to a stringency that he
has adopted, and he may therefore ask the gentile to open
the bottles for him. OC 307 M.B. 8

COMMUNITY CARE

Do you know someone in our Kehilla
who is unwell?

Please let us know so Hhat we can
avvange kom&/ hospital visits and

meals.

Contact: Alan Rubenstein 054-398-8570

You can also inform the Ahavas Shalom Vaad.




Leil Shabbos Learning and Onegs
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Thank you to this
week’s sponsor:

Family Bodzin

Dozens of Men and Boys are learning
every Leil Shabbos in our Beis Medrash

Sponsor all the programs over
one Shabbos for just 250

Our sons
have been learning

Hilchos Shabbos

at the special Leil Shabbos program.

Please sponsor a prize for them

for just 250

Contact Yisroel Harris 058-327-4800
or Yisroel@ahavasshalom.org

Don’t Be Left Out!

When you have a simcha (or R”L a sad
event), itis so easy to have it included in (]

ia%en;,
oV

an email, or speaking to anyone else will probably result in

the next newsletter! Just send an email to
lev@ahavasshalom.org! Deadline is
11:00 Thurs.

Reminder: Sending an instant message,

your announcement not making it to the newsletter!

IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE GMACH TO

| BORROW ITEMS NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,
ahavasshalom.org/smachot
Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584

¢« GMACH SmacHoOT
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Learning and Oneg Shabbos

16:07 CANCELLED DUE TO FAST:
Boi BeShalom Kids’ programs (Girls and Boys)

All other programs are happening as scheduled!
20:30 Boys: Learning followed by Oneg Shabbos at 21:00
20:30-21:30 Bochurim: Learning with special snack table
20:30  Adults: Beis Medrash Learning or Alshich Hakadosh
shiur from R” Avishai Hill followed by Oneg Shabbos 21:30

Weekday "I(Fri) "n(Thu) *1(Wed) "a(Tue) a(Mon) 'x(Sun) or nnnr

times until | 06:20,07:15,08:15 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | nnw | 710 ni7
Parshas 12:30, 16:45 13:00, 15:15 1300, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 ann_ | NwI9 TV
Shemos *Hall 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 arwn | DRV

HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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