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Beyond Reason oQIo%a INI3
The Gemara continues to discuss the sins e — gﬂbgf/ﬂﬂ —

of the people of Sodom: They had beds
on which they would lay their guests;
when a guest was longer than the bed,
they would cut him (to size), and when
a guest was shorter than the bed they
would stretch him. Eliezer, servant of
Abraham, happened to come there.
They said to him: Come lie in the bed.
He said to them: I took a vow that
since the day my mother died I do not lie in a bed.
Sanhedrin 109b

FOR ALL THE FAMILY TO BRING IN
SHABBOS WITH SIMCHA
STARTING 15:55 THIS WEEK
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The Gemora (above) describes the special beds with
which the people of Sodom subjected their guests.
Iyov tells us that this was the sin that tipped the scale ||
for Sodom, resulting in its complete destruction. But
what about this sin made it worse than all of their
other sins?

The Ben Ish Chai (Yosef Hayim of Bagdad 1835 -
1909) explains that there are people who do all kinds
of sins, such as stealing, killing, and serving idols.
Yet, they can very often explain away all these sins . :

) completing Seder Moed Mishnayos.
that they do, and how they are otherwise good and || T}, kehillah is invited to join the
kind people. But this particular sin with the beds Siyum during the Ohr HaChaim
caused strangers to avoid even passing into the city of || Kiddush after davening.

Mazal tov to Aitan Zacharin and
his son Yosef Chaim on
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Sodom. It removed the possibility of the Sodomites
having an external third party protest their actions, Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vayeira
and therefore this particular sin showed that they 87 WIS NIw mo
sinned only because they wanted to do bad. This is in Erev Shabbos 30 3
contrast to when people have a logical reason to do || Mincha 1 12:30 'R I
bad. Being that this is the case, there was no way for ||["cindie Lighting 16:03/16:23 3 NPT
them to rectify themselves, and the only option left |\[\rincha 2 16:25 '3 I
was for Hashem to destroy them. Sunset 1643 Y
I think that we can all relate to this idea. We ourselves Shabbos Day et or
(Continued on page 2) |}| Brachos 08:00 ma7a
Shochein Ad 08:30 i
The Rav will be away this Shabbos ||| Latest Shema-M. A. 08:00 87307 07 101 91D
As such, the fOllOWing changes will T{_le RAV Latest Shema — G'ra 08:47 N7 w”p 107 910
take place: . Mincha 1 13:00 'R 730
e Friday night drasha will be given by iS | ouT Pele Yoetz Shiur X TP K79
Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen. Mincha 2 16:00 '3 M0
e No Beis Elokim shiur or Shabbos morning drasha. Sunset 16:42 Y
e Pele Yoetz shiur will not be given this week. Ma’ariv 1 17:19 R YD
Ma’ariv 2 17:42 '3 2YH

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.
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Ahavas Shalom Community Kollel

The new Ahavas Shalom =
Kollel has opened in our Beis |- ‘ ’
Medrash, and the sweet ‘S 0
sounds of Torah learning can
be heard each morning from g
a group of Avreichim learning _
Gemora Be'iyun. The Avreichim
are also learning b’chavrusa
with members of our kehilla

during the first hour of the
Seder (09:15-10:15).

For details and sponsorship
opportunities, contact the
Rosh  Kollel, Rabbi Moshe §
Dovid Cohen (052-762-4727)

—

. GMACH SMACHOT

/! IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE GMACH TO
| BORROW ITEMS NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,
ahavasshalom.org/smachot

Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584

(Continued from page 1)

do a variety of things that we know we shouldn’t be
doing (some of them repeatedly), but we have
excuses why we are doing them. The reason is
definitely not because we want to be bad. Whereas in
Sodom, the concept was “what evil can we do?”
They were so interested in doing bad things that they
didn’t want to chance being told off by any visitors.
Such a society is truly decadent and must be
obliterated, therefore Sodom was destroyed.

It could well be that some of us sin even more than
the people of Sodom, but it is not born out of a
principle (shita). Rather, we think that we have
certain needs that can only be met by sinning in
these particular ways. We need to realize that means
we are better than Sodom at least in our “shita” of
life.

But it does not make us into righteous Jews!

To be dissimilar from Sodom we must not sin at all
because, bottom line, a sin is a sin. Instead, we need
to do mitzvos because they are mitzvos. This is how
we eradicate our “internal Sodom.”

As we learn the parsha of Sodom, it should teach us
to feel an obligation to do the right things for the
right reasons. And not to do the wrong things for
any reason.

aJal niax
AuB Motza'ei Shabbos
at 19:00!

Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour

ICE CREAM ond RAFFLE or PRIZES

We need YOU to sponsor

Avos uBanim!
Ice Cream or Prizes: 150m
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COMMUNITY CARE

Do you know someone in our Kehilla who is unwell?
Please let us know so that we can ar- '
vange komw/ hospital visits and meals.

Contact: Alan Rubenstein 054-398-8570

You can also inform the Ahavas Shalom Vaad.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shiurim
this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mikvaos
TUESDAY 20:15: HiILcHos CHoOL HAMOED

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Past shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/yt-videos

Questions that appear in this newsletter come from
RBSsemicha.com. Four volumes of questions are now available
in print. See rbssemicha.com/books for more information.

Q&A:A Boca Shabbos Tan

Andy and Michelle went to

Boca for a vacation in the

middle of the winter, and
Michelle noticed how all the women &«
around her were very tanned She was
determined to obtain this deep tan by
spending as much time as she could
bathing in the sun. She realized that
with all the touring, she would have the most time on
Shabbos to bathe in the sun, but wondered if it was permis-

sible to "color" her body "tan" on Shabbos in such a man-
ner. Is it permissible or is it called "coloring" and, therefore,
forbidden?

This is a disagreement amongst poskim. Some
A (such as Shemiras Shabbos K'Hilchasa) permit it

since she is not adding any coloring to her body,
but instead her skin is changing color on its own. Others
forbid it since her intention is to change the color of her
skin. Everyone holds that if she is getting a tan for medici-
nal purposes, such as to ease a psoriasis condition, it would

be forbidden, as most medications are forbidden on Shab-
bos. OC 303 Shmiras Shabbos k'hilchasa 14:44 & 18:70

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
[Reminder: If you would like the Gabbai mﬁé %‘

to read the name of a choleh on Shabbos

during the Mi SheBeirach, you must

submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo by —
Thursday!

Send your list of Hebrew Names using Hebrew Letters to
[Mrs. Zakoo at office@ahavasshalom.org. The list is erased
each Rosh Chodesh, so you'll need to resubmit the names
hfter a month if they are still relevant.

Thank you for following this procedure which enables us to have
the Shabbos service run more smoothly!

Don’t Be Left Out!

When you have a simcha (or R”L a sad

event), itis so easy to have it included in C"’za%ei
the next newsletter! Just send an email to b
lev@ahavasshalom.org! G ?
11:00 Thurs.

Reminder: Sending an instant message,

an email, or speaking to anyone else will probably result in
your announcement not making it to the newsletter!

Deadline is

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of
your loved ones or in honor of a special
occasion, and all the learning and
davening that take place in our shul
during that day will to your merit. Just
120m  per sponsorship, which is

announced via a notice on the “Nefziv

Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an announcement in
this newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact Mrs. Zakoo
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Cheshvan 11 sponsored by the Links Family

vy 2997 DNYANR NA NNYI NIV vy

Cheshvan 12 sponsored by the Solway Family

a7y 71299 NIY vy

Cheshvan 12 sponsored by the Katz Family

o 1197 X9 13 PO 79N vy
13 Cheshvan sponsored by the Madowicz Family
o7 DIWIN DNYAN 12 DT PNYI vy
a7y 1993933 DA DTN NN vy
0 399D U ,APY? o
0 119927 099 ,NPAY ,ON9 :onna

14 Marcheshvan sponsored by the Zakoo Family

vy 991910 A NAAN vys




Learning & Oneg Shabbos
Elevale e Leil Shyakbos!

20:30 Beis Medrash Learning or
Alshich Hakadosh shiur from R’ Avishai Hill

21:30 Oneg Shabbos
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Fulfill Your Pledges!

Did you make a pledge for an Aliyah or other “Kibud”
during the holidays? If so, you can fulfill your obligations
quickly and easily using any of the following methods:

¢ Nedarim Plus terminal next to the front door

¢ Nedarim Plus online ahavasshalom.org/nedarim
PayPal.me/ahavasshalom

e Ahavasshalom.com/donate (US Dollars)

Please help our secretary track your payment by
either including a note which indicates the purpose
of your donation, or sending an email directly to
the secretary office@ahavasshalom.org. Thank you!
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo ~ Main Ahavas Shalom lists: Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org

Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00 Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org ~ WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav  don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel
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Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
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Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin



