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What is a Friend?

“...Judah went up to Timnah to his
sheepshearers, together with his friend
Chirah the Adullamite.” (Bereishis 38:12)

One of the cherished
possessions that a person could have
is a good friend. It would be
appropriate to mention here the

most

saying, “A friend in need is a friend
indeed.” But what does it mean? I
think it is stating on a superficial level
that when a person finds himself in a precarious
predicament and needs an unbelievable amount of help or

financial assistance, the friend who is willing to help out
and suffer the aggravation in order to relieve his friend
from his discomfort, is a true friend.

However, I don’t believe that that is the totality of what a
true friend is, rather this is only where friendship begins. I
would like to share with you Rabbi Shimon Schwab’s (1908
-1995) explanation of what a friend is.

The first time that the word “friend” ( (nvnis found in the
Torah is with Yehuda and his friend, Chirah the
Adullamite. As for why a good Jewish boy has such a close
gentile friend is a subject that has to be discussed — but in a
different forum. What we find in this situation seems to be
something quite the opposite of what we wrote above.
Yehuda did an act which normally would be considered
improper conduct. Now it could very well be in other
societies, and perhaps even in the Adullamite society, such
actions would be acceptable. But for a religious Jew such as
Yehuda, this would be considered totally inappropriate.
Yehuda was willing to share this information with Chirah
and thereby made himself vulnerable. He was not
concerned that his friend would judge him harshly, nor
that there would be repercussions of losing his friendship.
On the contrary, he was confident that he would not be
judged negatively. Rav Shwab says that this is the litmus
test of what a true friend is. Rabbi Schwab explains that the
Hebrew word ) nvrey’ah) comes from the same root as y1
)ra), which means bad. This is to show that a real friendship
is one where someone is confident enough in the
friendship, that no matter what he reveals, his friend will
be there for him.

A similar idea can be found in the Rambam’s explanation on
the mishna in Pirkei Avos (1:6): Acquire for yourself a friend
( {1an 37 mpThe Rambam explains that a true friend is one

who no matter what you tell him — good or bad — he will
(Continued on page 2)
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to the Cohen and Hill families
on the marriage of their children Yehuda
and Aviva!

Mazel Tov to Reuven and Leah Subar on
the birth of a Grandson to their children Mr.
& Mrs. Aharon Subar. Shalom Zachor and
bris will be at Arzei Habirah 45, Jerusalem.

Sponsor a Shabbos program for just 250
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Learning & Oneg Shabbos
Elevale peur Leil Shahbes!

20:30 Beis Medrash Learning or
Alshich Hakadosh shiur from R’ Avishai Hill

21:30 Oneg Shabbo's

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vayeishev
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Erev Shabbos 3w 39
Mincha 1 12:30 'R 130
Candle Lighting 16:03/16:23 A3 npn
Mincha 2 16:25 g niahlal
Sunset 16:43 ypw

Shabbos Day 13T or
Brachos 08:00 maaa
Shochein Ad 08:30 i
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:19 87307 wp 8T 910
Latest Shema - G'ra 09:07 R7737 WP 10T 910
Mincha 1 13:00 'R ATI0
Pele Yoetz Shiur 15:45 Tyr K79
Mincha 2 16:00 '3 7N
Sunset 16:43 mypw
Ma’ariv 1 17:20 i Puimivial
Ma’ariv 2 17:43 '3 2P0
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(Continued from page 1)
not judge you negatively. He will see you in the same
light, no matter what you tell him.

I have also seen this applied to explain the sixth bracha of
- DAINK D'V NNWN Nnwto mean that we
hope that the new couple become true friends, loving each
other despite any deficiencies that may be revealed.

sheva brachos —

I believe that this lesson is
extremely important when
one is looking to find a true
friend. Not every close
acquaintance is a friend.
The way know if
someone is a true friend is &

to

if you can lean on your
friend even in the most
trying situations of need,
while remaining confident
that he won’t judge you negatively. Indeed.
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AuB Motza'ei Shabbos at 19:00¥
Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour

Ice cream & treats sponsored by Aitan Zacharin

L'ilui Nishmas
Eugene ben Michoel, Z"L

(Mrs. Zacharin's Father)
Yahrtzeit Kislev 17

Prizes sponsored by Zev Kornbluh and Family

You can also sponsor the
Prizes, Treats or Ice Cream for just 150 ILS
contact Shlomo Hollander for details
v ] :l i

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
.

Reminder: If you would like the
Gabbai to read the name of a choleh on
Shabbos during the Mi SheBeirach, you
must submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo

by Thursday! Send your list of Hebrew Names using Hebrew

Letters to Mrs. Zakoo at office@ahavasshalom.org.
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BOI B'SHALOM

Separate programs
for Boys & Girls (6-12)
In shul & shul hall,
led by Rabbi Yitzchok
Rubin

EREV SHABBOS:
30 MINS BEFORE MINCHA

DAVENING IN
SHUL WITH
THE KEHILLA

Treats from Rabbi
Lev Seltzer
FRIDAY NIGHT

DAVENING

GIRLS
KABBALAS
SHABBOS

Led by Rebbetzin
Teshuva. 38/8 Lachish

S:
EREV SHABBO!
FROM MINCH A

BOY'S LEARNING
PROGRAM
Led by Rabbi Naftali
Kaplan in the shul
Followed by Oneg in shul hall

FRIDAY NIGHT:
8.30PM TO 9.00PM

DAVENING IN SHUL

WITH THE KEHILLA

Treats from R’ Hananiah Lasker
followed by Kids' Or HaChaim kiddush

AVOS UBANIM
IN SHUL

Followed by prizes;
ice cream & treats

CHILDREN'S
STORY TIME

Boys & girls in the
shul hall
Led by Rabbi Lev Seltzer

S
BETWEEN KABBALA!
SHABBOS AND MAARIV

BOCHURIM
LEARNING
Learning in the shul

with a special
bochurim snack table

FRIDAY NIGHT:
8.30PM TO 9.30PM

Led by R' Shlomo Hollander

£l SHABBOS:
?&szn TO 8.00PM

[subject 1o change]

SHABBOS DAY
DAVENING




Pele Yoetz Shiur

Continuing this Shabbos afternoon,
Rav Zachariash will give his shiur for
men on Pele Yoetz. This week, the
shiur will begin at 15:45 in the hall on
the topic 79997 YIN.

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved ones
or in honor of a special occasion, and all the learning
and davening that take place in our shul during that
day will be in the merit of your choosing. Just 120m
per sponsorship, which is announced via a notice on
the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an announcement
in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact Mrs. Zakoo
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

15 Kislev sponsored by the Reich and Berger Families

51 9D 12 DNYAN vy

16 Kislev sponsored by the Gitstein Family
vy TIN N2 T YNYI vy

20 Kislev sponsored by the Beer Family
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Did you make a pledge to the shul?
Fulfill your pledge online with ease!

ToP 3 METHODS PAYMENT METHODS:

e Nedarim Plus terminal next to the front door
e Online at ahavasshalom.org/NEDARIM
« PayPal.me/ahavasshalom

Please help our bookkeeper by always writing a note—or
sending a separate email —which explains the purpose of your
payment/donation. For example, include the parsha or pledge
date if applicable. Thank you!!

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2

HILCHOS
CHANUKAH
20:15 TUESDAY

All shiurim are given in shul
and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at
ahavasshalom.org/youtube

Questions that appear in this newsletter come from
RBSsemicha.com. Four volumes of questions are now available
in print. See rbssemicha.com/books for more information.

Q&A: Light Before it’s Too Late!

The Rosh Yeshiva gave Yitzchak Tzvi the honor of

lighting the Menorah in the Yeshiva's Beis Medrash

on Friday night of Chanukah, so Yitzchak Tzvi

made sure to daven mincha early and be there on time. Un-

fortunately, his friends didn't feel the same way and, at 6

minutes to sunset, only Yitzchak Tzvi, Rabbi Michaels and

the Rosh Yeshiva were in the room! The Rosh Yeshiva was

none too pleased, but told Yitzchak Tzvi to light now lest it

becomes too late to light. However, should Yitzchak Tzvi
say the two brochos before lighting?

Yes. Even though one would normally not say the

brochos on lighting a menorah in the shul unless

10 men were present, in this particular case, one

may rely on the fact that the rest of the yeshiva will eventu-

ally arrive, and there will be a public display of the miracle

(pirsumei nisa), which is required. OC 671 M.B. 47

Q&A: Maariv or Light? Light or Maariv?

At Kehillas Shaarei Shamayim, maariv was sched-
uled for 7:00pm, about 2 hours after sunset.
1)Reuven was home from work and had plenty of
time to light his menorah and/or go to maariv. Which
should he do first?
2)Levy was running very late, and didn't get back home
until just before 7:00pm. Should he light first, or daven
maariv first?
For both of the above cases, please give the opinions of the
M.B. and the A.H.
1) Both the M.B. and A.H. hold that Reuven
should light candles first and then go to maariv at
7:00pm.
2) Since it is already time for maariv, the M.B. and A.H.
hold that Levy should first daven maariv and only after-
ward light candles. This is because maariv is tadir — some-
thing Levy does every day, while lighting the menorah is
only 8 times a year. Maariv also contains the Biblical com-
mandment of reciting ”Shema.”
In a perfect situation, both the M.B. and A.H. hold that one
should try light candles shortly after sunset and shortly
before the time to daven maariv in the synagogue. This will
enable a person to also fulfill the opinion of the Rambam.
OC 672 B.H. "Lo M'acharim” A.H. 6

COMMUNITY CARE

Do you know someone in our Kehilla
who is unwell?

Please let us know so Hhat we can
avvange komz// hospital visits and

meals.

Contact: Alan Rubenstein 054-398-8570

You can also inform the Ahavas Shalom Vaad.




BOCHURIM KUMZITS WIIP 7193 DAIAN 3977 SV NI
?

IN THE FOREST 7320 AT AN
FOR BOYS FROM BAR MITZVAH YEAR NWRI2) 7NN DPIYT M TTM X DNY MY ..
AND OLDER (AND THEIR FATHERS). (2%:n5
BONFIRE, KUMZITS & BBO MELAVA NN DIRD NPNY DI1DVW INYa DIPIN DIIATH NN
MALKAIN A FOREST NEAR RBS MYV 92N” NINRN DR IR NINRIN N .20 92D
FROM 20:15 TO 22:30 IR T NN DAR IINN 2N NRIN NP NNRYD
) ) YOI DIR AUNRDOY MNLY NN IMIX Y 2WIN IN
LIVE MUsIC 19V 7NN 9390 YPD N NI NNYD PIPYY ,NPINNDD
RIDES ARRANGED FOR THOSE WITHOUT CARS || npyaa y1an5 ityh 515 wain nmoiyn 91209 yH
CONTACT YOSI BENJAMIN TO RESERVE OR IR 72N NN OV
FOR MORE INFO 0528602620 NPNY M M Y 919900 IR DN KD NEONYTH Han

NI IR .NYI2AND NDINNN PY DY ROYX PINX 92N
92N NP NN ARNY NYHY 290 YV H20N2 DONXR NYY
STPNIN

(92N "y’ NYNN DIRNIN DAY NHYNRIN DY
N M) MNOYTYN NN NNANY DTN HIR NN NINA
S5aN - N\ 1Y TNYW XY DT 2D and N YW
N MY NNY NIRTID M AN (NR DIMNA
avn» YHY5 TATaY Nwyn Nwy DTN NYYNY  1anov
MONR MN2IN2 NPND TIRD 91D NF .NDIDH NNNINND
P NOND DWYNY L, DMNOYTYN IPYA YDIONR IO
YD N DY DTN MO ONT O May Yar .ovawn
YNN DX GNUY DM PN NTINY L NART MOND NI KY
ND NI YN NPND NAY IR NINGY 152y 1PN DY NN
POYW RY DN NN MR VDY 1NaANY XTI N
NNV NIV PN RN TOND DYDYV NDOUN
NANN MY IMWIN ARNY 290 .ADHYYY VI KXY
201N ANNY 29N .20 AN avNd N Y OMINRD

1"!: nl-"=='7 Yl"'”'p JY7” W0 v MRS DMYR “my” nayn nonnv

DNV NAY XD IPHR MIANY . MR 1D

41701 7NXA 732 '7'an BInaY DY T aNN 9% N YN XYY ,MNana Poon
W'an7 T 03 137A AN7A 7201 XA AT || 703ava
22:20 TV 20:15 7UWA MIVYHN Yy D”aNIN 920N XINNY MY DT YY)

201N B”2P9N 7120 19 NPY G ,R) MAN YDI93
L} 7' ”
TR Al 95 WMPTPY NI OTINR 92N Y DIIVONNA THNY
U U
NI X77 17X NIY ANTIDA NWD) PWIW 10N XY ON92N MIMNMNM DAN 210N PINY

S5 XYY O8N KXY pYon nr Hoa
MYYYN NO592N HYY 92015 NN IVINN IR DY SNIXRI

Davening Changes for Chanukah

Changes begin on Wednesday (Dec 25) at Mincha. NRY- "DOANN DY NOYN NHYY - M2 Yav SV
e TFirst Shacharis at 06:10. T IANNY ,DOIPMHIR DIAND TIOD YINN INNY DNMPN
e (07:15 Shacharis in the HALL on Rosh Chodesh, only. MANNT DVPYY MNIOND 55 M5 Mt NN
e Extra Mincha 20 minutes before sunset (~16:25). PTPNR TN RINND NN DIR TYURD NP2 WD YT
e Extra Maariv 20 minutes after sunset (~17:05). TN AN XN LMY D55 2D 01N DO XYY Pany
e Extra Mincha at 13:30 on Friday Dec 27. 515 AR DR XN NN AN XN YN DR NY1H
¢ No second Maariv Motza’ei Shabbos Mikeitz (Dec 28) TN ,INP2 DVNRNN TNNN 228N DY TN HY T
e Schedule returns to “normal” at Mincha next Thursday YD TIOIN VIBYY RY RINY PNV
(Jan 2).
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Weekday “1(Fri) 'a(Thu) 1(Wed) *a(Tue) ra(Mon) 'R(Sun) or oanr
times until | 06:10,07:15,08:15 | 06:10,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20, 07:15, 08:10 06:20,07:15,08:10 | n=ne | 7210 'n*7
Pa_rSh_aS 12:30,13:30, 16:29 13:00, 15:15,16:26 | 13:00, 15:15, 16:25 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 anm | NYI1O TV
Mikeitz *Hall 17:07, 19:00, 21:00 | 17:06, 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 2wn Yirn
HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav  Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo = Main Ahavas Shalom lists: Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20 Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00 Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
Cellphone: 052-763-5938 1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org ~ WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav  don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028 Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel
Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah NMNN NRIP2 N NDONN YINNI NOYN NN NIMPY RD N

Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin 4 TN NVYTR DY WS NI



