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28:20 And Yaacov vowed a vow,

saying...and He will give me bread to eat,
and clothing to wear.

I was told by my Rebbe, Rabbi
Moshe Halberstam ZT”L, that
when a Jew asks Hashem for that
which he needs, he can ask for
whatever he wants, for Hashem

has a limitless ability to give you
everything and more. Yet when Yaakov Avinu asks
Hashem for sustenance, he merely asks for “bread to
eat and clothing to wear” — the absolute bare
minimum. Didn’t Yaakov Avinu know that he could
ask for more?!

The following is a story taken from the book “The
Heavenly City”:

There were two righteous Jews of Jerusalem
who learned together many hours of the day.
One day, the senior partner of the two suddenly
began stating one quote of Chazal after another,
all of which were how one should not be
indulgent. The younger partner at first ignored
these overtures, but when his partner persisted,
he asked him “What are you alluding to with
these statements?”

He answered as follows: “I was in your house
on Rosh Chodesh, and I saw a silk tablecloth on
the table. SILK! You know it starts with a
tablecloth, then it leads to a new table, then to
another thing...It seems that you are embarking
on a pursuit of luxuries.”

The young partner explained as follows: “30
years ago when I lived outside of Eretz Yisrael, I
did a chesed of learning with an infirmed man.
After he recuperated, he wanted to pay me, and
I refused to accept any kind of renumeration. A
month and a half ago, I received a package from
my hometown with this tablecloth inside. It
came with a note as follows: ‘Our dear father,
who just passed away, left in his will a request
of us that we send you this tablecloth as a sign

of appreciation for the chesed that you did with
(Continued on page 2)
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him 30 years ago.” After reading the letter, I u":‘ n‘:x

showed it to my wife, and she said “That is

very nice, but in a home of people in Jerusalem, AuB Motza'ei Shabbos
luxuries are not in place. We must return the 01. 19 o OO'

tablecloth.” To this I countered “Though I

agree with your sentiments, to return the Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour
tablecloth would be an insult to the bereaved & ]
family. I don’t see that we have a choice but to
accept the gift.”

The senior partner, after hearing the explanation,
was indeed perplexed regarding the proper
behavior in this situation. They decided to go to Rav

Shmuel Salant, the Rav of Jerusalem, to get a final
ruling from him. Rav Shmuel Salant, after much
thought, came up with the following solution: He
agreed that both sides were correct, and therefore
suggested to execute the wishes of both sides: The
tablecloth would be put on the table, as per the
wishes of the bereaved family. But so that the junior
partner should not benefit from this extravagance, a
plain tablecloth should be put on top of it. This way,
he would not be enjoying the lavish gift, yet he
would still be honoring the wishes of the bereaved
family.
Yes, indeed, Hashem has the power to give us everything,
even more than we can imagine. However, we are taught
that indulgence in the “things” of this world shackle us
and prohibit us from being able to rise above the
mundane. We must decide if it will actually help us or
hinder us in fulfilling our purpose in this world. Yaakov
Avinu was the trailblazer in this area, teaching us that we
should only ask for what we need. (It goes without saying
that not everyone’s needs are the same.)
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Leil Shabbos Learning and Onegs
i 1aR = b s,

Dozens of Men and Boys are learning
every Leil Shabbos in our Beis Medrash

Sponsor a Shabbos program

for just 2500

Contact Yisroel Harris 058-327-4800
or Yisroel@ahavasshalom.org

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
BY e

—

Reminder: If you would like the Gabbai
to read the name of a choleh on Shabbos
during the Mi SheBeirach, you must
submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo by
Thursday!

Send your list of Hebrew Names using Hebrew Letters to
Mrs. Zakoo at officc@ahavasshalom.org. The list is erased

each Rosh Chodesh, so you'll need to resubmit the names
after a month if they are still relevant.

Thank you for following this procedure which enables us to have
the Shabbos service run more smoothly!

Share a Simcha? Commemorare A YAHRZET]

Consider sponsoring

Netziv Hayom

at Ahavas Shalom, and all the
learning in our Beis Medrash for
one day will be in the merit of
your choosing.

Sponsorship is just 120/z.

To sponsor a day please contact netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Don’t Be Left Out!
When you have a simcha (or R”L a sad 2
event), itis so easy to have it included in C‘"ia%e“
CSG?
Reminder: Sending an instant message,

the next newsletter! Just send an email to
lev@ahavasshalom.org! Deadline is

11:00 Thurs.

an email, or speaking to anyone else will probably result in

your announcement not making it to the newsletter!

Questions that appear in this newsletter come from
RBSsemicha.com. Four volumes of questions are now available
in print. See rbssemicha.com/books for more information.

Q&A:Who Lights in the Mountains?

The Dental School

gave Max and Sam

the last day of
Chanukah off. They found
this great deal at an isolat-
ed hotel in the Adiron-
dacks, where each boy got
his own room. Max re-
membered to bring his
menorah with exactly 8

candles with him (he for-

got a ninth candle for the

shamash), but Sam didn't remember to bring anything for

Chanukah! The nearest store that might have candles was

miles away. Of these three options, which is the best way

for the two of them to light the candles on the last night?

1) Max should light all eight candles and say the brochos
himself. Sam is out of luck.

2) Sam should give Max some money to buy a portion of
the candles. Max will still light them all and only he will
say the brochos.

3) Max will give Sam a candle as a gift (or sell it to him).
They will each light just one candle and both say the
appropriate brochos.

3. It is better for both friends to fulfill the mitzvah
of lighting a candle and saying the brochos, rather
than only one of them doing it mehadrin min hame-

hadrin. OC671 M.B. 6

Q&A:Waiting or Preparing?

Mr. Goldberg lit

his menorah and

then sat with his

wife on the couch. "You ¥

seem nervous tonight." he

said. "I have 20 ladies from

Hadassah coming over for =

a Chanukah dinner in an

hour, and still have tons of

cooking to do!" she re-

sponded. If Mrs. Goldberg

has the custom not to do work while the candles are lit,

may she still cook and do other food preparations during
this time?

Yes. Most poskim hold that it is permissible to

cook and wash dishes during this time, especially

if this cooking is for a "Chanukah meal." Howev-
er, there is a custom in Jerusalem not to even cook or clean
during this time, so that the women can concentrate on the
miracles of Chanukah, and not be distracted by other
thoughts. 0C670
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shiurim this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mikvaos

HILCHOS |
CHANUKAH
20:15 TUESDAY

All shiurim are given in shul
and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at
ahavasshalom.org/youtube
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