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Cutting it Close

“And when a stranger shall sojourn with
you, and will make the pesach-offering
for Hashem, each of his maes shall be
circumcised, and then he may draw near
to perform it...” (Shemos 12:48)

The grandson of Rabbi Akiva Eiger
(1761-1837), Reb Leibel Eiger (Rabbi
Yehuda Leib Eiger 1817-1888),
became the head of the
Lublin Hasidic dynasty. This strained
his relationship with his father, Reb Shlomo Eiger (1785-
1852), who was [itvish; however, he maintained a very
warm relationship with his grandfather.

One issue that people had with Reb Leibel was that as a
mohel he would often perform a bris right before sunset.
We know that the principle of zerizim makdimim lemitzvos —
being alacritous to perform a mitzvah at the first possible
opportunity — is learned from the first bris milah in the
Torah. Some townspeople were upset by this behavior, and
complained to the Kesav Sofer (Avraham Shmuel Binyamin
Sofer 1815-1871), a gadol who had family ties to Reb Leibel.

The Kesav Sofer immediately responded with two letters:

¢ One to Reb Leibel urging him to do brisim as early as
possible.

e The other to the community, reminding them that in
Shulchan Aruch it says the mohel should be a Talmid
Chacham and a yarei shomayim (See YD 264:1). Since Reb
Leibel clearly met those qualifications, they must bear
his shortcoming of doing the bris close to sunset.

This story carries a very important lesson for us. Not
everyone needs to react the same way to a given behavior.
The Kesav Sofer admonished both sides: Reb Leibel for his
timing, and the community for their lack of respect for
their Rav. As a related insight, I once attended a bris which
had been delayed due to illness. The Sandak was a
prominent rosh yeshiva, who in his speech discussed Reb
Leibel Eiger’s lateness, and shared what he heard in his
name: “The litvaks understand zerizim makdimim... as doing
a mitzvah such as bris milah as early as possible. We chasidim
also value alacrity, but with just a different emphasis: A
true zariz, prepares himself properly for the mitzvah.
Therefore, I take as much time as needed preparing, and as
a result the bris can only take place later in the day — but
that is the earliest time that I can perform it properly.”

This story about the Kesav Sofer and Reb Leibel comes from
Reb Elyakim Schlesinger (1921-present) of London. He also
(Continued on page 2)

The alley next to the hall and the hill next to Lachish 31 are
DANGEROUS places to play. Children are not permitted to
enter these areas. The Vaad and the Kehilla are not respon-
sible for any injuries or damages that occur to people who
enter these areas. Parents who bring their children to our
Beis Medrash do so with this understanding.
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Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.
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(Continued from page 1)

pointed out that on the night of the korbon pesach, Moshe
Rabbeinu personally performed a bris milah on every male
in Bnei Yisrael, followed by Yehoshua performing the
prigh. It must have taken quite a while to circumcise
everyone. He proves from here that when a righteous
mohel or a sandak is involved, it is worthwhile delaying the
bris if necessary.

As a side note, there is a great discussion with Reb Aharon
Leib Steinman (1914-2017) and others of the previous
generation, regarding whether it is preferable to make a
bris in the morning, maximizing alacrity, even if it causes
bitul torah and draws a larger crowd, or in the afternoon
when it avoids bitul Torah.

I am not going to take a side on this halachic issue, but I
will share a personal story: In my kollel, one of the
avreichim had a wife due to give birth between Yom
Kippur and Sukkos. His parents had booked flights to
arrive in Israel the afternoon after Yom Kippur. However,
the baby was born early, and the bris was scheduled to
take place on the day after Yom Kippur. I asked the avreich
if he would now hold the bris in the afternoon so that his
parents would be
able to attend.
He answered
firmly, “No. My [
father said that (g
we should do the |
bris at  the |
preferred time in || i
the morning.” T [}

told him plainly,
“If you do it in the morning without the grandfather
present, I will not attend!” Hashem worked it out that the
baby was yellow, the bris was postponed, and the
grandfather was able to attend and be the sandak.

There are certainly reasons to delay a mitzvah beyond the
earliest possible time. But anyone who does so, must be
sure it is for a genuine and worthy reason.
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AuB Motza'ei Shabbos at 19:00
Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour

RAFFLE for PRIZES
for all participants at 20:05!

ICE CREAM

sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Stephen
Seltzer of Roslyn, NY

We need sponsors for the Raffle, Treats & Ice
Cream. Login to the membership Portal
Members.ahavasshalom.org
and sponsor Avos uBanim now!

Kids Shabbos Programs
li uk

Friday Night in the Hall while the Rav gives his
Drasha. For boys (not girls) up to Bar Mitzvah.




Learning & Oneg Shabbos
Glevate your Jeil Shabbos!

Sponsor all the programs for a Shabbos for 250 ILS
by logging in to Members.ahavasshalom.org

For details contact Yisroel Harris Yisroel@ahavasshalom.org

20:30 Beis Medrash Learning or \
Parsha shiur from R’ Avishai Hill

21:30 Oneg Shabbos
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Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your
loved ones or in honor of a special occasion,
and all the learning and davening that take
place in our shul during that day will be in the
merit of your choosing. Just 120m per
sponsorship, which is announced via a notice
on the “Nefziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an
announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please
contact Mrs. Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Shevat 3 sponsored by The Zondel Family
b1 1991 13 92N PRI 297 v

Shevat 6 sponsored by The Dissen Family
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Shevat 7 sponsored by The Beer Family
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Shevat 10 sponsored by The Hecht Family
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Sponsorships are always printed in the newsletter issue after
the sponsorship date unless specifically requested.
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| IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE
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Vad ¥
Zing mir, NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,

ahavasshalom.org/smachot
Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584

Did you know that the questions that appear in this news-
letter come from the RBSsemicha.com

The Halacha Shiur just started learning Hilchos
Netilas Yadayim. Come Tuesday to learn more!

Dip & Wash

Moe Shapiro enjoys eating his

sponge cake by dipping it into

a glass of 15-year-old Glenmo-

rangie single malt scotch whisky. Ac-

cording to the M.B., does Moe need to

wash his hands before eating his wet
sponge cake?

No. The mitzvah of washing [
before eating is only when
the food is dipped into one

of the seven liquids (wine, honey, olive oil, milk, dew,

blood, or water). Fine Glenmorangie scotch whisky is made
by the sixteen men of Tain from wheat; it is considered
“wheat juice.” Note that if he was drinking a whisky such
as Laphroaig Cask Strength and diluted it with more than
an equal amount of water (so that it was now more than
50% water), it would then be considered “water” and, in
that case, the M.B. would require Moe to wash his hands.

0O.C. 158; M.B. 26
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Soda Scratch Off

Shimmy stood in front of the vending machine,
scratching his head as he pon-
dered which of the 48 flavors
of Coke® to purchase. He finally se-
lected MelloYelloZero®. As his hands
are "dirty" because he just scratched
his head, does Shimmy need to wash
his hands before making a brocho on

the soda, or may he make a brocho
without washing?

A person's scalp is filled
with sweat and is considered "dirty". A person’s

hands must be clean before making a brocho. Since
Shimmy scratched his head with his hands, his hands are
now considered dirty, and he must clean them before mak-
ing a brocho. However, he does not need to use a cup, as is
required for bread. It should be noted that there are some
opinions (like Rav Melamed, shlit”a) who hold that today
since we take showers regularly with soap and shampoo,

that out scalps are no longer "dirty".

0O.C. 158; M.B. 40

Pele Yoetz Shiur

Rav Zachariash’s shiur for men on Pele Yoetz
continues this week 15 MINUTES before the
last mincha. This week, the shiur will begin at
16:10 on the topic ONY AN 722,




Vaad Elections
Want to
improve
YOUR
Kehilla?

Consider running for a position on
the Ahavas Shalom Vaad.

Elections for all positions on =
the Vaad will be held soon.

To submit yourself as a candidate,
lev@ahavasshalom.org. Include in the email a few words explain-
ing who you are and how you believe you can help our Kehilla.

Deadline for candidates:

Motza’ei Shabbos Jan 31 at 22:00.

Only full members as of the above deadline can

submit themselves as a candidate and/or vote in
the election, so ensure that your membership is
in order before this time. Check via the portal:

MEMBERS.AHAVASSHALOM.ORG

Current Candidates list (A=»Z): Aryeh Beer, Yisroel Har-
ris, Hananiah Lasker, Yosef Richards, Binyomin Ru-
benstein; Lev Seltzer, Eli Waldman, Shimon Young

send an email to

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shi- ' :

urim this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Parah 2
TUESDAY 20:15: Hilchos Netilas Yadayim QHEWI/’

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
ahavasshalom.org/zoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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