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Giving is Getting
“He said I will not eat until I say what I

need to say” (Bereishis 24:33)

Why did Eliezer refuse to eat
before delivering his message to
Lavan?

Generally, we assume that one
with a connection with a talmid

be
influenced. We rarely worry that a

chacham  will positively

talmid chacham himself may be affected negatively by
a relationship with a layman. I once heard, in the
name of Rav Aharon Kotler ZT”L (1892-1962), that he
moved to America rather than Erefz Yisrael, because
the Gemara says, “While something is expelling, it
can’t absorb”. In other words, since he was going to
America to teach and influence others, he wasn’t
concerned that he would be negatively affected by the
secular environment.

This assumption — that the talmid chacham affects
others without be affected himself — holds true only
when the talmid chocham’s role is clear relative to the
layman’s role. If, however, the layman considers
himself equal or even greater than the talmid chocham,
then each of them could be negatively affected by the
other.

This concept can be found in the Gemara Sanhedrin
52b, where it warns (paraphrased) that when a talmid
chacham accepts money from an am haaretz, the more
he takes, the lower his status becomes in the am
haaretz’s eyes. Note how precisely the Gemara labels
the donor an am haaretz, the epitome of one indifferent
to spiritual growth. The Ben Ish Chai (Chacham Yosef
Chaim of Baghdad, 1832-1909) explains this gemara
with profound insight. A talmid chacham’s mission in
this world is to benefit others and elevate them. That
is why the Gemara likens a talmid chacham to a Golden
Jug of water (kiton — In'p). If one reorganizes the
letters, it spells tikkun (jj7'n), repair. The talmid
chacham is supposed to fix the world, yet once he
takes from the am haaretz, he loses his status in the
eyes of the am haaretz, diminishing his ability to affect
him positively.

(Continued on page 2)
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The Molad will be Thursday, 38 minutes and 9 chalakim
after 1 in the afternoon (Israeli Clock Time 13:03).
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Rosh Chodesh Kislev will be on Friday.

Not for Members Only!

Are you a guest of Ahavas Shalom and want to fulfil your
pledge for an Aliyah or other “Kibud”? If so, even you can
go to the new membership portal:

Members.ahavasshalom.org

From here you will be able to fulfill your pledge using Ne-
darim Plus, PayPal, or even a donation in US Dollars to
American Friends of Ahavas Shalom!

Members can continue to make payments here and access
past payments, too!

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Chayei Sarah
MW »n nwAs naw me

Erev Shabbos 3w 39
Mincha 1 12:30 'R A7I0
Candle Lighting 16:04/16:24 ma3 np7In
Mincha 2 16:26 '3 7NN
Sunset 16:44 mpw

Shabbos Day 13T or
Brachos 08:00 ma7a
Shochein Ad 08:30 W
Latest Shema — M. A. 07:59 N30T w7p T 910
Latest Shema — G'ra 08:46 Aty w7p inT 410
Mincha 1 13:00 'R ATI0
Pele Yoetz Shiur 15:45 TyY 879
Mincha 2 16:00 37NN
Sunset 16:43 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 17:20 'R 2PN
Ma’ariv 2 17:43 '3 3N

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.
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Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shiurim
this coming week:
SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mikvaos
TUESDAY 20:15: HiLcHos Yom Tov

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

ahavasshalom.org/zoom
Past shiurim are also available online on several platforms!

Stay In Touch!

Visit Ahavasshalom.org/list to subscribe
to our email list and get notifications di-

rectly to your inbox! You can also sign up M
for the shul’s instant communication group

on the same page!

(Continued from page 1)

Based on this, we can
understand why Eliezer refused
to take food from Lavan until he
said his piece. Had he taken the
food first, Lavan wouldn’t have
respected Eliezer the same way
and may not have allowed |
Rivka to go with him. Eliezer =
understood that to influence —
Lavan, he had to keep his S
respect by not taking anything from him.

This lesson, or course, applies to the am haaretz, who
doesn’t want to grow. Therefore, anything he gives
the talmid chacham, lowers the talmid chacham’s status
in his eyes. But for us who respect talmidei chachamim
and want to grow, the more we give them, the more
connected we become to them, and the more they
affect us in a positive way. The gemara Kiddushin 7a
illustrates this when it states that when a woman
presents a gift to an important person (e.g. a talmid
chacham), it can even effect a kiddushin, as she gains
from his acceptance of her gift.

May Hashem guide us to seek out people greater
than ourselves and connect ourselves to them, so that
our own growth can reach even higher levels.
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at 19:00!

Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour

ICE CREAM ond RAFFLE 1or PRIZES

for all participants at 20:05!
Ice cream sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Seltzer

|

‘We need sponsoré for Trhe Raffle, Treats & Ice
Cream. Login to the membership Portal

STORY TIME with Rabbt Seltzer
Friday Night in the Hall while the Rav

For boys (not girls) up to Bar Mitzvah.

Members.ahavasshalom.org
and sponsor Avos uBanim now!

Kids Shabbos Programs

TNy

=t ‘ (for boys & girls)
S % 30 minutes before Mincha (15:56)

gives his Drasha.




Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of
your loved ones or in honor of a special
occasion, and all the learning and
davening that take place in our shul
during that day will be in the merit of
choosing.  Just 120m  per
sponsorship, which is announced via a notice on the
“Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an
announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day
please contact Mrs. Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

your

Cheshvan 19 sponsored by the Hecht Family
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Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

to read the name of a choleh on Shabbos
during the Mi SheBeirach, you must
submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo by :
Thursday!

Send your list of Hebrew Names using Hebrew Letters to
Mrs. Zakoo at office@ahavasshalom.org. The list is erased
each Rosh Chodesh, so you'll need to resubmit the names
after a month if they are still relevant.

Thank you for following this procedure which enables us to have
the Shabbos service run more smoothly!

DO YOU DAVEN DURING THE WEEK AT
AHAVAS SHALOM?

ENHANCE

YOUR COMMITMENT BY
SUPPORTING OUR SHUL AND
BEIS MEDRASH.

Login to members.ahavasshalom.org
and set up your monthly payment

Pele Yoetz Shiur

Rav Zachariash’s shiur for men on
Pele Yoetz continues this week 15 MINUTES
before the last mincha. This week, the shiur
will begin at 15:45 on the topic 1799.

Reminder: If you would like the Gabbai mﬁéﬁ

) ' IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE
12}/7 (GMACH TO BORROW ITEMS
NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,

by
ahavasshalom.org/smachot
Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584

Did you know that the questions that appear in this news-
letter come from the RBSsemicha.com
See rbssemicha.com/books to order Q& A book

Q&A: Office Heist or Just Compensation?
Andy came home from work very
frustrated. "The boss just got word Chai Tech
from the main office that they are /N

shutting down the company and will liqui-

date everything!" His wife Michelle was ||F _

shocked, and suggested, "You've been work- 2

ing without pay for a month. That is near- ||

ly $5000 in salaries. You have the key to the

office, so go back right now and take a few laptops or

whatever is of value in the office and bring it back here! At

least we'll have something in lieu of your wages!" Can

Andy do this?

2. Yes, as long he does not take more than $5000 in equip-
ment.

3. Yes, even if the equipment is worth more than $5000.

4. No, he may not take any equipment in lieu of salary.

3. No. Since the company owes Andy $5000, he
might have a right to take $5000 in cash. Howev-
er, the company does not owe Andy $5000 in

computer equipment, so Andy may not take the equip-
CM. 41, AH. 12

ment.

Q&A: Home Raid or Just Reimbursement?
The company Andy worked for shut down with
almost no advance notice, and failed to pay Andy's
last paycheck of $2500. Two months later the cor-

porate liquidators came to Andy's home to request that he

give back the laptop, laser printer and other various equip-

ment - valued at almost $2500 - that the company gave him

for use in his home. Can Andy keep the equipment?

2. No, even though he is owed the money, he may not
keep the equipment.

3. Yes, he may keep the equipment.

2. Yes, he may keep the equipment. This is differ-
ent from the previous question because here the
equipment is already on Andy's property, and he
may keep it as collateral until he is paid the full wages that

he is owed CM.4:1, AH.2

Q&A: Halachic SeIf-Défense: Smack or Sue?

Dovid Lipshitz was waiting on line to checkout in
the Boca Kosher Marketplace when he felt some-
thing in his back pocket. He turned around to see a
guy with a kipah on his head and Dovid's wallet in his
hand! Can Dovid punch this fellow Jew or hit him with a
stick?
2. No. He can only threaten him with words.
3. No. He can only sue him in Beis Din for the value of the
wallet stolen.
4. Yes. He can defend his property with physical force.

3. Yes. Dovid is permitted to defend his property
with physical force, even though there is normal-

ly a prohibition to hit a fellow Jew. CM. 41
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Learning & Oneg Shabbos
Glevate your Jeil Shabbos!

Sponsored this week by the Messinger family in honor
of the marriage of their daughter Talia to Gilad Pollack
With a special treat of HOT Potato Kugel!

20:30 Beis Medrash Learning o_r
Parsha shiur from R’ Avishai Hill

21:30 Oneg Shabbos
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Sponsor all the programs for a Shabbos for 250 ILS or
just the men’s learning and oneg for 150 ILS.

For details contact Yisroel Harris
Yisroel@ahavasshalom.org

Sponsor an oneg easily by logging in to
Members.ahavasshalom.org
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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