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Clean Hands, Clear Conscience

“And it came to pass as they emptied
their sacks, that behold, every man’s
bundle of money was in his sack: and
when they and their father saw the
bundles of money, they were

afraid.” (Bereishis 42:35)
The Chasam Sofer (Moses
Schreiber 1762-1839) discusses an
important idea in one of his
teshuvos  (Chelek  6:59). He
emphasizes that people must not put themselves in a

position that invites complaints — neither from
Hashem nor from other people. He writes that as
challenging as it is not to have Hashem have anything
against you, it is far more difficult to ensure that no
people harbor grievances against you. People’s
perceptions are shaped by diverse thoughts and
ideas, often differing greatly from reality. Therefore,
he advises that even in cases when an action is
permitted according to halacha, if it might get others
upset or annoyed, one should refrain — unless it
involves a mitzvah, in which case one should consult
with their Rav for guidance.

Turning to the parsha, the Brisker Rav (Yitzchok Zev
Halevi Soloveitchik 1886-1959) asks a penetrating
question: Why did Yosef not only put the grain they
ordered into his brothers’ sacks, but also secretly
return their payment money? He offers a fascinating
explanation: enduring hunger is easier than living
under the weight of debt. By secretly returning their
money, Yosef ensured the brothers would be
compelled to come back to Egypt — the pressure of
repayment driving them more forcefully than hunger
ever could.

There is a general
principle in  halacha |
that discusses when |

one must return |
money. For instance:
You ordered
something on

Amazon, and it failed ] :
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(Continued on page 2)

Lifecycles

Mazel Tov Eli and Chaya Nina Waldman on
the engagement of their son Ami to .
Shulamis Miller, daughter of Elly and
Chani Miller.

YFOO

Mazel Tov to Yehoshua & Liz Frohlich on
the birth of a granddaughter to their
children Rena and Mordechai Weinblatt!

- BB -
Mazel Tov to Baruch and Tammy
Labinsky on the birth of a granddaughter to
their children Avi and Meira Harkavy!

- K -
Mazel Tov to Yehuda and Judy Gross on the
birth of a great-grandson in Jerusalem to
their grandchildren Yehuda Leib & Pnina %
Minkus!

Guest Donations!

Guests can now easily make donations and/or

fulfill pledges via the new membership portal:

MEMBERS.AHAVASSHALOM.ORG

The Portal accepts donations in shekels via Credit Card
and Bank Transfer and even US Dollars via American
Friends of Ahavas Shalom!

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Mikeitz

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.
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) GMACH SMACHOT

' IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE
] :”’7 . GMACH TO BORROW ITEMS
&.,,sz NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,

ahavasshalom.org/smachot
Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584

Shiurim
with the Rayv

The Rav will be giving 2 shi- =

urim this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mlshnayos Parah
TUESDAY 20:15: Hilchos Yom Tov

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

ahavasshalom.org/zoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

(Continued from page 1)

to come on time, so you registered a claim, and they
refunded your money. Later, the item showed up.
Halacha requires examining not only the strict legal
obligation whether to repay the money, but also how
it appears to others, and what they will think.

The Chasam Sofer teaches that one must remain clean
in the eyes of others. Yosef understood that his
brothers would feel compelled to return the money
even if halacha would not strictly demand it, in order
to avoid any shadow of suspicion. Thus, he was
guaranteeing their return to Egypt.

This is a practical rule to apply in our lives—
especially during Chanukah, when we reflect on
how the world perceives us. At such times, we must
redouble our efforts to ensure our conduct remains
impeccable in the eyes of all humanity. Rav Moshe
Feinstein (1895-1986) was once asked, “Why is it that
young children typically start learning gemora with
Perek Elu Metzios rather than the more immediately
relevant Masechta Brochos?” On the spot he gave ten
reasons, of which I heard three, including this one:
The natural tendency of people is towards “finders
keepers, losers weepers”, yet the Torah teaches us
that we are obligated to return lost items, even if the
original owner would never know that we found it.
This is because even from an early age, we must
learn to live beyond reproach in all situations.

On Chanukah, we commemorate our war with the
Greeks, who sought to eradicate our core principles.
In times of peace, however, we must treat all people
—even non-Jews — honestly and fairly.

adal nlax 5

AuB Motza'ei Shabbos
at 19:00!

Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour

ICE CREAM and RAFFLE for PRIZES
for all participants at 20:05!
Ice Cream sponsored by the Seltzer Family (Roslyn NY)

i'__\ llh"’h‘.

We need s sponsor's for the Raffle Treats & Ice
Cream. Login to the membership Portal
Members.ahavasshalom.org
and sponsor Avos uBanim now!

| B’Shalom

D NOT MEETING THIS

STORY TIME with Rabbi Seltzer
Friday Night in the Hall while the Rav gives his
Drasha. For boys (not girls) up to Bar Mitzvah.




Learning & Oneg Shabbos
Glevate your Jeil Shabbos!

20:30 Beis Medrash Learning or .
Parsha shiur from R’ Avishai Hill

21:30 Oneg Shabbos
731 T AN 1'T'7'7 Naw Ay
//@/9 /&7@ 995) &
WITA N'aa 1'TIAY? 20:20
77i1xXa a"Ina'? any 2100

Sponsor all the programs for a Shabbos for 250 ILS
by logging in to Members.ahavasshalom.org

For details contact Yisroel Harris Yisroel@ahavasshalom.org

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved ones or in
honor of a special occasion, and all the learning and davening
that take place in our shul during that day will be in the merit of

your choosing. Just 120m per sponsorship, which is announced ﬂ

via a notice on the “Nefziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an
announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact Mrs.
Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Kislev 26 sponsored by the Escovitz Family

a7y 9979 IWN N DN N s

Kislev 28 sponsored by the Reich & Berger Family
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Pele Yoetz Shiur

Rav Zachariash’s shiur for men on
Pele Yoetz continues this week 15 MINUTES
before the last mincha. This week, the shiur
will begin at 15:45 on the topic 299.

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Reminder: If you would like the Gabbai m ﬁé %-

o read the name of a choleh on Shabbos

Huring the Mi SheBeirach, you must

bubmit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo by _
[hursday! Send your list of Hebrew Names using Hebrew
etters to Mrs. Zakoo at office@ahavasshalom.org.

DO YOU DAVEN DURING THE WEEK AT
AHAVAS SHALOM?

CIATE

R N\QNTH

ASSO

ENHANCE

YOUR COMMITMENT BY
SUPPORTING OUR SHUL AND
BEIS MEDRASH.

Login to members.ahavasshalom.org
and set up your monthly payment

Did you know that the questions that appear in this news-
letter come from the RBSsemicha.com
See rbssemicha.com/books to order Q& A book

Q&A:Who'’s First?

Mr. Kagan and his son Avrumy returned home

from shul on Motza'ei Shabbos Chanukah and had

two mitzvas to fulfill: Havdalah and lighting the
menorah. Which order should Mr. Kagan follow according
to the M.B. and the A.H.? 1) Havdalah and then light the
menorah. 2) Light the menorah and then havdalah. 3) Either
order is acceptable.

M.B.: 3. Either is acceptable, as there are sources
in Chazal to do either one first.

A.H.: 1. One should do havdalah first since one
should show that Shabbos is over before lighting the meno-
rah, as it is forbidden to make a flame on Shabbos.

0O.C.681; M.B.3; AH.2

Q&A: Chanukah At Bernie’s

"My mansion in the Hamptons is empty this
weekend. Why don't you use it?" offered Bernie Low-
enstein to Levy and Yocheved on Shabbos Chanu-
kah, and the two took him up on the offer. They brought all
their food and Levy brought three large candles to light for
the second night of Chanukah. However, just moments be-
fore they lit, Yocheved realized that she forgot to bring her
own Shabbos candles. What is the preferred way that they
divide these three candles amongst themselves?
1. Levy should light two candles for his menorah and one for
his shamash, and Yocheved should not light at all.
2. Levy should light two candles for his menorah and
Yocheved should light one candle for Shabbos.
3. Levy should light one candle for his menorah and
Yocheved should light two candles for Shabbos (as she al-
ways does).

2. Levy should light 2 candles for Chanukah and
Yocheved should light 1 candle for Shabbos. Even

though it is proper for Yocheved to light 2 candles as

she normally does, in this case, it is better to light 2 candles for
Chanukah and fulfill the obligation of "mehadrin." One candle
for Shabbos will suffice in this second-best situation by
providing sufficient light where the couple will eat.
0.C.678; M.B. 1




Chanukah Party

Thank you to Mrs. Elisheva Goldwater and Mrs.
Shuli Harris for arranging such a wonderful party
for the children of Ahavas Shalom! Download these
and more pictures from:
ahavasshalom.org/chanukah-party-5786/

L

Davening Changes for Chanukah

Changes begin on Sunday (Dec 14) at Mincha.

o First Shacharis at 06:15.

e (7:15 Shacharis in the HALL on Rosh Chodesh (Sun).

e Extra Mincha 20 minutes before sunset (16:23).

¢ Extra Maariv 20 minutes after sunset (17:03).

¢ No second Maariv Motza’ei Shabbos Mikeitz (Dec 20)

e Schedule returns to “normal” at Mincha Monday (pec22.
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,

don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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