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Lifecycles 
Mazel Tov to Ari and Talia Goldwag on the 
marriage of their daughter Tziporah to 
Shloime Korniĵer 

 

This issue is dedicated  
מנדל לע״נÊבילאÊבתÊיעקב  

 שבתÊפרשת

 וישב

 
 
 
 

 בס"ד

Beis Medrash Ahavas Shalom 
HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav 

 שבתÊמברכין Dec 12-13, 2025 –כ"ג כסלו, התשפ״ו 

Judging the Judges  
“And Yehuda said to his brothers, ‘What 
gain is there if we slay our brother, and 
conceal his blood?’” (Bereishis 37:26) 

When judges deliver a judgment, 
they usually look for a precedent. 
The idea is simple: if a similar case 
has previously been decided, that 
ruling provides a framework for 
how to proceed. This principle 
exists in the world of Torah as well. 
When new questions arise, the poskim of the day consult 
earlier responsa—even those wriĴen centuries ago – to 
see if they shed light on the subject at hand. 

This raises an obvious question about the brothers’ 
judgement of Yosef: Why didn’t they ask their father, 
Yaakov, whether Yosef deserved punishment? The 
simple answer to that question is that they felt that their 
father was biased in Yosef’s favor. Yet they failed to see 
their own bias—against Yosef. Chazal tell us that when 
Reuven returned to his brothers, he was returning from 
repenting for the incident with the beds and Bilha’s tent. 
If the Torah makes a point of connecting the two events, 
there must be some link between them.  

I saw a simple explanation: Just as the brothers failed to 
consult Yaakov about Yosef, Reuven had failed to 
consult his father about switching the beds. He assumed 
that his father would be prejudiced, so he acted on his 
own. Therefore, it was based on what Reuven did that 
all the brothers concluded that they too shouldn’t ask 
Yaakov. In their minds, they could dismiss Yaakov’s 
opinion and decide on their own, believing they were 
free of bias.  

Reb Chaim Shmuleviĵ (1902-1979) comments on 
Yehuda’s words: “What do we gain if we…conceal his 
blood…?” Rav Chaim explains that one of the qualities 
of a leader is he does what is necessary without shame. 
He is willing to express his opinion publicly. Yehuda 
reasoned that if killing Yosef had to be covered up, it 
must be the wrong decision to make.  

I believe that this principle of basing our decisions on 
what Hashem wants, rather than what we want or think 
will work beĴer, is relevant to all of us in our daily lives. 
Often, we are not sure what to do, and we are reluctant 

(Continued on page 2) 

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vayeishev 

 לוחÊשבתÊוישב
Erev Shabbos   שבתÊערב 

Mincha 1 12:30 א׳Êמנחה 
Candle Lighting  16:00/16:20 נרותÊהדלקת 
Mincha 2 16:22 ב׳Êמנחה 
Sunset 16:40 שקיעה 

Shabbos Day   השבתÊיום 

Brachos  08:00 ברכות 

Shochein Ad 08:30 עדÊשוכן 
Latest Shema – M. A. 08:14 למג"אÊק"שÊזמןÊסוף 
Latest Shema – G’ra 09:02 לגר"אÊק"שÊזמןÊסוף 
Mincha 1 13:00 א׳Êמנחה 
Pele Yoeĵ Shiur  15:40 ÊיועץÊפלא 
Mincha 2 15:55 ב׳Êמנחה 
Sunset 16:40 שקיעה 
Ma’ariv 1 17:17 א׳Êמעריב 
Ma’ariv 2 17:40 ב׳Êמעריב 

End of year Receipts 
Please note that all receipts for donations 
given to the shul via credit card, Nedar-
imPlus, bank transfers and horat keva 
made throughout 2025 will be produced 
and sent via email before the end of the 
year. 

If you ever need a receipt before the accountant pro-
duces it before the year-end, please contact 
Lev@ahavasshalom.org. Please note that there will be 
a fee for this service due to the extra work involved. 

Future Receipts 
Official Israeli Receipts for donations starting in 2026 will 
be generated automatically. To receive a tax receipt, we 
need your Teudat Zehut number. Make sure we have yours 
by logging in at members.ahavasshalom.org with your 
email address or phone number. No password needed! If 
we don’t have your ID number, the portal will ask for it 
after login.  
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 Kids Shabbos Programs 
 

Boi  
B’Shalom 
(for boys & girls)  
30 minutes before 
Mincha (15:52)  

STORY TIME With Rabbi Seltzer 
Friday Night in the Hall while the Rav gives his 
Drasha. For boys (not girls) up to Bar Miĵvah. 

 
to be proactive. 
Imagine 
someone in a 
business meeting 
who realizes that 
time is running 
out for mincha, 
as sunset is 
rapidly 
approaching. Should he excuse himself to pray, or just 
continue the meeting, convinced that the situation is 
beyond his control? When I am asked these kinds of 
questions, I often respond, “Picture yourself after 120 
years standing in front of Hashem, as this scene is being 
replayed. How would you like the story to end – with 
davening or without it? Even if there will be no 
punishment, the way you would like it to be remembered 
in the future is the way you should act now.” 

I believe that this was the approach that the Maccabees 
took when going to war with the Greeks. They didn’t fight 
because they were confident they would emerge 
victorious, rather they felt it was their duty to fight for 
what they believed was right. Success or failure is not the 
measure of Hashem’s judgement. Hashem’s judgement is 
based on whether we put in the proper amount of effort to 
do what is right. The outcome is up to Hashem.  

May we all merit not only to do the right thing, but to also 
see our actions sanctify Hashem’s holy name.  

(Continued from page 1) 

 אבות ובנים 

AuB MotzaÕei Shabbos 
 at 19:00! 

Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour 
ICE CREAM and RAFFLE for PRIZES 

for all participants at 20:05! 
Ice Cream sponsored by the Seltzer Family (Roslyn NY) 

We need sponsors for the Raffle, Treats & Ice 
Cream. Login to the membership Portal 

 Members.ahavasshalom.org 
and sponsor Avos uBanim now! 
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Did you know that the questions that appear in this news-
leĴer come from the RBSsemicha.com 

See rbssemicha.com/books to order Q&A book 

Q&A: Who’s First? 

Q At Kehillas Shaarei Shamayim, maariv was sched-
uled for 7:00pm, about 2 hours after sunset. 

1. Reuven was 
home from work and 
had plenty of time to 
light his menorah and/
or go to maariv. Which 
should he do first? 

2. Levy was running 
very late, and didn't 
get back home until 
just before 7:00pm. Should he light first, or daven maariv 
first? 

A 1. Both the M.B. and A.H. hold that Reuven 
should light candles first and then go to maariv at 
7:00pm. 

2. Since it is already time for maariv, the M.B. and A.H. 
hold that Levy should first daven maariv and only after-
ward light candles. This is because maariv is tadir — some-
thing Levy does every day, while lighting the menorah is 
only 8 times a year. Maariv also contains the Biblical com-
mandment of reciting "Shema." 

In a perfect situation, both the M.B. and A.H. hold that one 
should try light candles shortly after sunset and shortly 
before the time to daven maariv in the synagogue. This will 
enable a person to also fulfill the opinion of the Rambam.
 O.C. 672; B.H. "Lo M'acharim" A.H. 6 

GMACH SMACHOT 
Iൿ ඒඈඎ ඌඎൿൿൾඋ ൺ අඈඌඌ ർඈඇඍൺർඍ ඍඁൾ 
Gආൺർඁ ඍඈ ൻඈඋඋඈඐ ංඍൾආඌ 
ඇൾർൾඌඌൺඋඒ ൿඈඋ ൺ ਓਈਉਖਁ  ඁඈආൾ,  
ahavasshalom.org/smachot 
Or call 054-566-5083 ඈඋ 050-203-0584 

ÊהםÊ.בניצחוןÊבטוחיםÊשהיוÊמשוםÊנלחמוÊלאÊהםÊ.היוונים
ÊהצלחהÊ.שנכוןÊמהÊעלÊלהגןÊשחובתםÊשחשוÊמשוםÊנלחמו
ÊעלÊמבוססתÊפסיקתוÊ.'הÊלפסיקתÊהמדדÊאינםÊכישלוןÊאו
ÊהדברÊאתÊלעשותÊהראויÊהמאמץÊאתÊהשקענוÊאםÊהשאלה

 .הנכון.ÊהתוצאהÊנתונהÊבידיוÊשלÊהקב"ה

ÊגםÊאלאÊ,הישרהÊבדרךÊלבחורÊרקÊלאÊשנזכהÊרצוןÊיהי
 .לראותÊאתÊמעשינוÊמקדשיםÊאתÊשםÊשמים

 4המשך מעמוד 

Netziv Hayom 
Sponsor Neĵiv Hayom in memory of your loved ones 
or in honor of a special occasion, and all the learning 
and davening that take place in our shul during that 
day will be in the merit of your choosing. Just 120₪ per 
sponsorship, which is announced via a notice on the 
“Neĵiv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an announcement in 
this newsleĴer. To sponsor a day please contact Mrs. Zakoo 
Neĵiv@ahavasshalom.org. 

Kislev 20 sponsored by the Beer Family 

Êמשהלע"נÊבתÊרייזלÊע"ה 

Kislev 24 sponsored by the Schwarĵ Family 

Êהלל דברהלע"נÊע"ה בת 

Guest Donations! 
Are you a guest of Ahavas Shalom and 

want to fulfil your pledge for an Aliyah 
or other “Kibud”? If so, even you can go 

to the new membership portal: 

MEMBERS.AHAVASSHALOM.ORG 
 

From here you will be able to fulfill your pledge using Ne-
darim Plus, PayPal, or even a donation in US Dollars to 
American Friends of Ahavas Shalom! 

Members can continue to make payments here and access 
past payments, too! 

Mevarchin Rosh Chodesh Teves 
Êת בָּ יוםÊשַׁ הַמּוֹלַדÊיִהְיֶהÊבְּ

ÊדַקוֹתÊיִם תַּ רִיםÊוּשְׁ קֹדֶשׁ,Êעֶשְׂ
ÊאַחֲרֵיÊחַלָקִיםÊרָה וְעֲשָׂ

בּוֹקֶר. יִםÊבַּ תַּ  שְׁ
The Molad will be on Shabbos Kodesh, 22 minutes 
and 10 chalakim after 2 in the morning. 

ÊׁחֹדֶשÊׁרֹאשÊטֵבֵתÊֹוּלְמָחֳרָתוÊׁקֹדֶשÊת בָּ יוֹםÊשַׁ יִהְיֶהÊבְּ
רָאֵלÊלְטוֹבָה. לÊיִשְׂ אÊעָלֵינוÊּוְעַלÊכָּ יוֹםÊרִאשׁוֹןÊהַבָּ  בְּ

Rosh Chodesh Teves will be on Shabbos and Sunday. 

Shiurim 
with the Rav 

The Rav will be giving 2 shi-
urim this coming week: 

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos 
 

All shiurim are given in shul 
and via ZOOM at this link:  

ahavasshalom.org/zoom  
Shiurim are archived at 

ahavasshalom.org/youtube 
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav  
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20 
Cellphone: 052-763-5938 
Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman 
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028  

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo  
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00  
( 058-3263914 *office@ahavasshalom.org 
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish 
Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel  

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:  
Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list 
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp 
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav 

NewsleĴer Design: Lev Selĵer lev@ahavasshalom.org 
NewsleĴer Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news, 
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we 
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it! 

 

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah  
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin  

ÊהתורהÊבקריאתÊאוÊהתפילהÊבאמצעÊהעלוןÊאתÊלקרואÊלאÊנא 
 נאÊלשמורÊעלÊקדושתÊהדף

 משולחנוÊשלÊהרבÊאברהםÊברוךÊזכריש

 שיפוטÊהשופטים
Êּו נ י וְכִסִּ Êּו נ אָחִי נַהֲרֹגÊאֶת־ Ê י כִּ Êצַע בֶּ ־ Êמַה ו אֶחָי אֶל־ Êוּדָה יְה Êוַיֹּאמֶר

מוֹ׃Ê(בראשיתÊלז:כו)  אֶת־דָּ

ÊהרעיוןÊ.תקדיםÊלחפשÊנוטיםÊהםÊ,דניםÊשופטיםÊכאשר
ÊדיןÊפסקÊאותוÊ,שנפסקÊדומהÊמקרהÊהיהÊכברÊאםÊ:פשוט
ÊבעולםÊגםÊקייםÊזהÊעיקרוןÊ.להמשיךÊכיצדÊמסגרתÊמספק
ÊהדורÊפוסקיÊ,חדשותÊשאלותÊמתעוררותÊכאשרÊ.התורה

ÊבעברÊשנכתבוÊבתשובותÊמתייעצים—ÊשניםÊמאותÊאפילו
ÊÊקודם—ÊאתÊלהאירÊשיכולÊרעיוןÊבהןÊישÊאםÊלראותÊכדי

 .הסוגיהÊהנוכחית

Ê:יוסףÊעלÊהאחיםÊדיוןÊלגביÊמתבקשתÊשאלהÊעולהÊמכאן
Ê?לעונשÊראויÊיוסףÊאםÊ,יעקבÊ,אביהםÊאתÊשאלוÊלאÊמדוע
ÊלטובתÊנוטהÊשיעקבÊחשבוÊשהםÊהיאÊהפשוטהÊהתשובה
ÊהיוÊעצמםÊהםÊשגםÊהעובדהÊמןÊהתעלמוÊהםÊאךÊ.יוסף

Êנוטים—ÊאלÊחזרÊראובןÊשכאשרÊמלמדיםÊחז"לÊ.יוסףÊנגד
ÊאםÊ.בלההÊמיטותÊמעשהÊעלÊבתשובהÊשבÊהואÊ,אחיו
ÊביניהםÊלהיותÊחייבתÊ,האירועיםÊשניÊביןÊמחברתÊהתורה

 .זיקהÊעמוקהÊיותר

ÊעלÊיעקבÊאתÊשאלוÊלאÊשהאחיםÊכשםÊ:זהÊהואÊאחדÊהסבר
Ê.המיטותÊהחלפתÊעלÊאביוÊאתÊשאלÊלאÊראובןÊכךÊ,יוסף
Ê.עצמוÊדעתÊעלÊפעלÊולכןÊ,מוטהÊיהיהÊשאביוÊהניחÊהוא
ÊאינםÊהםÊשגםÊהאחיםÊהסיקוÊ,ראובןÊשלÊדוגמתוÊבעקבות
ÊלהםÊאיפשרÊהדברÊ,בעיניהםÊ.יעקבÊאתÊלשאולÊצריכים
ÊשהםÊמחשבהÊמתוךÊ,בעצמםÊולהחליטÊדעתוÊאתÊלדחות

 .חופשייםÊמהטיה

ÊכיÊבצעÊמה"Ê,יהודהÊדבריÊעלÊמעירÊשמולביץÊחייםÊרבי
ÊמסבירÊחייםÊהרבÊ"...דמוÊאתÊוכיסינוÊאחינוÊאתÊנהרוג
ÊבנחישותÊלפעולÊהיכולתÊהיאÊמנהיגÊשלÊמתכונותיוÊשאחת
Ê.בפומביÊדעתוÊאתÊלהביעÊמוכןÊאמיתיÊמנהיגÊ.בושהÊוללא
ÊהריÊ,בהסתרÊלהיעשותÊחייבתÊיוסףÊהריגתÊשאםÊסברÊיהודה

 .שזהÊסימןÊשהדרךÊשגויה

ÊזהÊעיקרון—ÊעלÊולאÊ'הÊרצוןÊעלÊהחלטותינוÊאתÊלבסס
ÊיותרÊמועילÊלנוÊשנראהÊמהÊעלÊאוÊרצוננו—ÊמאודÊרלוונטי

ÊואנוÊ,לנהוגÊכיצדÊבטוחיםÊאיננוÊרבותÊפעמיםÊ.היומיוםÊלחיי
ÊפגישתÊבאמצעÊהנמצאÊאדםÊדמיינוÊ.יוזמיםÊלהיותÊמהססים
Ê.החמהÊשקיעתÊעםÊואוזלÊהולךÊמנחהÊשזמןÊומביןÊעסקים
Êשיך ,ÊאוÊלהמ שÊלהיפרדÊכדיÊלהתפלל םÊעליוÊלבק הא

 ?בפגישהÊמתוךÊמחשבהÊשהמצבÊאינוÊבשליטתו

Ê:להשיבÊנוהגÊאניÊ,כאלהÊשאלותÊאותיÊשואליםÊכאשר
Ê“ÊלפניÊעומדÊשנהÊועשריםÊמאהÊלאחרÊעצמךÊאתÊדמיין

ÊרוצהÊהייתÊכיצדÊ.מחדשÊמוקרנתÊהזוÊוהסצנהÊ,הקב"ה
ÊיסתייםÊשהסיפור—ÊיהיהÊלאÊאםÊגםÊ?בלעדיהÊאוÊתפילהÊעם

ÊהדרךÊהיאÊלנצחÊייזכרÊשהדברÊתרצהÊשבהÊהדרךÊ,עונש
 ”.שבהÊעליךÊלנהוגÊעכשיו

ÊנגדÊלמלחמהÊיצאוÊכאשרÊהמכבייםÊגישתÊגםÊהייתהÊזו

 3המשך בעמוד 

 

Êזמנים
ÊחולÊלימי

ÊפרשתÊעד
 מקץ

 ׳וÊ(Fri) ׳הÊ(Thu) ׳דÊ(Wed) ׳גÊ(Tue) ׳בÊ(Mon) ׳אÊ(Sun) יום
Weekday 
times until 
Parshas 
Mikeitz 

 06:36:00 06:35:30 06:34:45 06:34:15 06:33:30 06:32:45 הנץ
 08:15 ,07:15 ,06:14 08:10 ,07:15 ,06:13 08:10 ,07:15 ,06:12 08:10 ,07:15 ,06:12 08:10 ,07:15 ,06:11 08:10 ,07:15 ,06:20 שחרית
 16:24 ,13:30 ,12:30 16:22 ,15:15 ,13:00 16:22 ,15:15 ,13:00 16:22 ,15:15 ,13:00 16:22 ,15:15 ,13:00 16:22 ,15:15 ,13:00 מנחה
 Hall* 21:00 ,19:00 ,17:02 21:00 ,19:00 ,17:02 21:00 ,19:00 ,17:02 21:00 ,19:00 ,17:02 21:00 ,19:00 ,17:02 מעריב

20:30 Beis Medrash Learning or 
Parsha shiur from R’ Avishai Hill 

21:30  Oneg Shabbos 

 עונג שבת לילדים מכיתה ד' ומעלה
 עםÊהרבÊנפתליÊקפלן

 20:30 לימודים בבית מדרש

 21:00 עונג לבחורים באולם

Sponsor all the programs for a Shabbos for 250 ILS 
by logging in to Members.ahavasshalom.org 
For details contact Yisroel Harris Yisroel@ahavasshalom.org 

Learning & Oneg Shabbos 
Elevate your Leil Shabbos! 

Sponsored this week by Gil Garalnik and Family 

 לע״נÊבילאÊבתÊיעקבÊמנדל

Davening Changes for Chanukah 
Changes begin on Sunday (Dec 14) at Mincha. 
· First Shacharis at ~06:10. 
· 07:15 Shacharis in the HALL on Rosh Chodesh, only. 
· Extra Mincha 20 minutes before sunset (~16:25). 
· Extra Maariv 20 minutes after sunset (~17:05). 
· Extra Mincha at 13:30 on Friday Dec 19. 
· No second Maariv Moĵa’ei Shabbos Mikeiĵ (Dec 20) 
· Schedule returns to “normal” at Mincha next Monday 

(Dec 22). 
· ÊפÊשבתÊבמוצאיÊמעריבÊשלÊהשניÊהמִנְיָןÊיתקייםÊ׳לאÊ

ÊאחדÊמִנְיָןÊרקÊיהיהÊ.37מקץÊ.החמהÊשקיעתÊאחריÊדקות 

Pele Yoetz Shiur  
Rav Zachariash’s shiur for men on 
Pele Yoeĵ continues this week 15 MINUTES 
before the last mincha. This week, the shiur 
will begin at 15:40 on the topic שדיםÊיונקי. 


