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Judging the Judges

“And Yehuda said to his brothers, ‘What
gain is there if we slay our brother, and
conceal his blood?’” (Bereishis 37:26)

When judges deliver a judgment,
they usually look for a precedent.
The idea is simple: if a similar case
has previously been decided, that
ruling provides a framework for
how to proceed. This principle
exists in the world of Torah as well.
When new questions arise, the poskim of the day consult

earlier responsa—even those written centuries ago — to
see if they shed light on the subject at hand.

This raises an obvious question about the brothers’
judgement of Yosef: Why didn’t they ask their father,
Yaakov, whether Yosef deserved punishment? The
simple answer to that question is that they felt that their
father was biased in Yosef’s favor. Yet they failed to see
their own bias—against Yosef. Chazal tell us that when
Reuven returned to his brothers, he was returning from
repenting for the incident with the beds and Bilha’s tent.
If the Torah makes a point of connecting the two events,
there must be some link between them.

I saw a simple explanation: Just as the brothers failed to
consult Yaakov about Yosef, Reuven had failed to
consult his father about switching the beds. He assumed
that his father would be prejudiced, so he acted on his
own. Therefore, it was based on what Reuven did that
all the brothers concluded that they too shouldn’t ask
Yaakov. In their minds, they could dismiss Yaakov’s
opinion and decide on their own, believing they were
free of bias.

Reb Chaim Shmulevitz (1902-1979) comments on
Yehuda’s words: “What do we gain if we...conceal his
blood...?” Rav Chaim explains that one of the qualities
of a leader is he does what is necessary without shame.
He is willing to express his opinion publicly. Yehuda
reasoned that if killing Yosef had to be covered up, it
must be the wrong decision to make.

I believe that this principle of basing our decisions on
what Hashem wants, rather than what we want or think
will work better, is relevant to all of us in our daily lives.
Often, we are not sure what to do, and we are reluctant

(Continued on page 2)
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Ari and Talia Goldwag on the
marriage of their daughter Tziporah to .
Shloime Kornitzer

End of year Receipts

Please note that all receipts for donations
given to the shul via credit card, Nedar-
imPlus, bank transfers and horat keva
made throughout 2025 will be produced
and sent via email before the end of the
year.
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If you ever need a receipt before the accountant pro-
duces it before the year-end, please contact
Lev@ahavasshalom.org. Please note that there will be
a fee for this service due to the extra work involved.

Future Receipts

Official Israeli Receipts for donations starting in 2026 will
be generated automatically. To receive a tax receipt, we
need your Teudat Zehut number. Make sure we have yours
by logging in at members.ahavasshalom.org with your

email address or phone number. No password needed! If
we don’t have your ID number, the portal will ask for it
after login.

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vayeishev
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Erev Shabbos 3w 39
Mincha 1 12:30 'R 130
Candle Lighting 16:00/16:20 s mpn
Mincha 2 16:22 g niahlal
Sunset 16:40 mpw

Shabbos Day 13T or
Brachos 08:00 moa3
Shochein Ad 08:30 W
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:14 R7307 7P 107 9D
Latest Shema — G'ra 09:02 Aty w7p inT 410
Mincha 1 13:00 'R N30
Pele Yoetz Shiur 15:40 TyY 879
Mincha 2 15:55 g Rrniahlal
Sunset 16:40 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 17:17 'R 2PN
Ma’ariv 2 17:40 '3 3N
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6:30PM-8:15PM |
AHAVAS SHALOM SHUL *
LACHISH 33, RBSA |

 TUESDAY EVENING
- DEC 16 OR KISLEV 27

DECORATING DONVUTS
CHANUKAH QUIZ WITH RAV ZACHARIASH!

10 NIS PER CHILD, MAX 40 NIS PER FAMILY

(Continued from page 1)
to be proactive.
Imagine
someone in a
business meeting
who realizes that
time is running
out for mincha,
as sunset is
rapidly
approaching. Should he excuse himself to pray, or just
continue the meeting, convinced that the situation is
beyond his control? When I am asked these kinds of
questions, 1 often respond, “Picture yourself after 120
years standing in front of Hashem, as this scene is being
replayed. How would you like the story to end — with
davening or without it? Even if there will be no
punishment, the way you would like it to be remembered
in the future is the way you should act now.”

I believe that this was the approach that the Maccabees
took when going to war with the Greeks. They didn’t fight
because they were confident they would emerge
victorious, rather they felt it was their duty to fight for
what they believed was right. Success or failure is not the
measure of Hashem'’s judgement. Hashem'’s judgement is
based on whether we put in the proper amount of effort to
do what is right. The outcome is up to Hashem.

May we all merit not only to do the right thing, but to also
see our actions sanctify Hashem’s holy name.

Friday Night in the Hall while the Rav gives his
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AuB Motza'ei Shabbos &%
at 19:00!

Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour

ICE CREAM and RAFFLE for PRIZES
for all participants at 20:05!
Ice Cream sponsored by the Seltzer Family (Roslyn NY)

LN\ 3 B
We need sponsors for the Raffle, Treats & Ice
Cream. Login to the membership Portal
Members.ahavasshalom.org

and sponsor Avos uBanim now!

B’Shalom

(for boys & girls)
30 minutes before
Mincha (15:52)

STORY TIME with Rabbi Seltzer

Drasha. For boys (not girls) up to Bar Mitzvah.
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The Molad will be on Shabbos Kodesh, 22 minutes
and 10 chalakim after 2 in the morning.
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Rosh Chodesh Teves will be on Shabbos and Sunday.

¢« /5 GMACH SmAcCHOT

' IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE
) 97’7 . GMACH TO BORROW ITEMS
AP
Ziing mined, NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,

ahavasshalom.org/smachot
Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved ones
or in honor of a special occasion, and all the learning
and davening that take place in our shul during that
day will be in the merit of your choosing. Just 120m per
sponsorship, which is announced via a notice on the
“Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an announcement in

this newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact Mrs. Zakoo
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org,

Kislev 20 sponsored by the Beer Family
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Kislev 24 sponsored by the Schwartz Family
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Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shi-
urim this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos

HILCHOS

FINAL SHIUR ON

CHANUKAH
20:15 TUESDAY

All shiurim are given in shul
and via ZOOM at this link:

ahavasshalom.org/zoom
Shiurim are archived at
ahavasshalom.org/youtube

Guest Donations!

Are you a guest of Ahavas Shalom and
want to fulfil your pledge for an Aliyah
or other “Kibud”? If so, even you can go

to the new membership portal:

MEMBERS.AHAVASSHALOM.ORG

From here you will be able to fulfill your pledge using Ne-
darim Plus, PayPal, or even a donation in US Dollars to
American Friends of Ahavas Shalom!

Members can continue to make payments here and access
past payments, too!

Did you know that the questions that appear in this news-
letter come from the RBSsemicha.com
See rbssemicha.com/books to order Q& A book

Q&A:Who'’s First?
At Kehillas Shaarei Shamayim, maariv was sched-
uled for 7:00pm, about 2 hours after sunset.

1. Reuven was
home from work and
had plenty of time to
light his menorah and/
or go to maariv. Which
should he do first?

2. Levy was running
very late, and didn't
get back home until
just before 7:00pm. Should he light first, or daven maariv
first?

1. Both the M.B. and A.H. hold that Reuven
should light candles first and then go to maariv at
7:00pm.

2. Since it is already time for maariv, the M.B. and A.H.
hold that Levy should first daven maariv and only after-
ward light candles. This is because maariv is tadir — some-
thing Levy does every day, while lighting the menorah is
only 8 times a year. Maariv also contains the Biblical com-
mandment of reciting “Shema.”

In a perfect situation, both the M.B. and A.H. hold that one
should try light candles shortly after sunset and shortly
before the time to daven maariv in the synagogue. This will
enable a person to also fulfill the opinion of the Rambam.

0.C. 672; B.H. "Lo M'acharim" A.H. 6
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Pele Yoetz Shiur

Rav Zachariash’s shiur for men on
Pele Yoetz continues this week 15 MINUTES
before the last mincha. This week, the shiur
will begin at 15:40 on the topic ©7Y ’239.
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