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Offering or Off-Putting

“...Like Nimrod the mighty hunter
before the Lord.” (Bereishis 10:9)
Rashi: He ensnared the minds of people
by his words, misleading them to rebel
against the Omnipresent (Genesis
Rabbah 37:2).

Ibn Ezra: The meaning of before the
Lord is that Nimrod built altars and
offered the animals he hunted as whole
offerings to God.

The Ramban (Nachmanides 1194-1270) raises a
question on the Ibn Ezra (Abraham ben Meir Ibn
Ezra 1089-1164), “How can Chazal describe Nimrod as
a wicked man, and yet the Ibn Ezra tells us that he

brought offerings to Hashem? How can both be
true?”

The Beis Yisrael of Ger (Rabbi Yisrael Alter 1895-1977)
explains that when a rasha brings a korbon, the korbon
is despised by Hashem. Instead of becoming a merit,
this act becomes a deficit!

The Satmar Rebbe (Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum 1887-1979)
offers a different approach. He says that wicked
people who want to capture the souls of the innocent
often begin by doing good things, presenting
themselves as righteous, in order to draw good
people towards them, only later leading them to sin.
Nimrod’s sacrifices were part of his master plan to
corrupt others.

I once heard another explanation, which I would like
to share. We tend to assume that when a rasha brings
an offering, he does so with the same intent that we
have. But the Ramban in Vayikra explains that a
person must see himself as represented by the korbon
he brings to Hashem. The offering is meant to express
a total consecration of oneself to the service of
Hashem. This was not Nimrod’s intention. Although
it appeared as if he was offering sacrifices to Hashem,
in fact he considered himself a deity, and these
offerings were acts of self-honor and glorification!

Whatever the meaning of this difficult Ibn Ezra may
be, it is clear that two people can perform the exact

same action, yet the implications can be entirely
(Continued on page 2)
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Reb Ari and Talia
Goldwag on the engagement of their
son Moshe Dov to Chaya Goldstein of
Beitar Illit!
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Mazel Tov to Shmuel & Elisheva Kovacs
on the engagement of their daughter
Tikva to Tzvi Edwards.

The Ahavas Shalom Kehilla is invited to a
Kiddush

this Shabbos in honor our two Chossonim:

Rav Avrohom Baruch R’ Moshe Dovid
Zachariash Cohen
Chosson Torah Chosson Bereishis

The Kiddush is sponsored by the
Cohen Family
to thank the Rehilla for honoring Moshe
Dovid with Chosson Bereshis, and with
hakaras hatov to the Rav for all he does for

our family and our community.
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Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shi-
urim this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mzshnayos Pamh

TUESDAY 20:15: Hilchos Netilas Yadayim
All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

ahavasshalom.org/zoom
All shiurim are available on the AhavasShalom.org homepage.
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Learning in the Beis Medrash or

2_0: %O Parsha Shiur from Avishai Hill

21:30 Men's oneg in the hall

) GMACH SMACHOT

' IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE
1 ' GMACH TO BORROW ITEMS
y=" %4 NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,

ahavasshalom.org/smachot
Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584
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opposite. I often illustrate this with the following example:
a parent tells a teenager, “I am sure you want to clean up
your room.” The teenager answers, “Yeah, sure!” This
phrase can be understood as either a definite no or a
definite yes. Though the two interpretations contradict
each other, both are entirely possible. When I was growing
America, one of the ways to say something
was really good was to say that it was
“really bad”.
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So too, we must understand

that sometimes Chazal offers

different explanations that seem to

totally contradict each other.

Both can be true, just not

necessarily at the same time or
in the same situation.

Let us take a lesson from Nimrod
and ensure that our actions reflect

the goodness of our hearts,
by doing things with positive intentions, elevating our
service of Hashem.

Some questions and answers from the
RBSsemicha.com website.

Q&A: The Long Walk to Hamotzi

During Rabbi Goodman's class on the M.B., he
quoted the S.A. in Siman 166 which states that a

person should not % r-anﬁ ST,

wait the time it takes to walk

from the time he
washes his hands until the
time he makes the brocho of |
hamotzi. When Harry |
Brochstein returned to his #

22 amos,

massive home in “The Island”
project in Boca, he realized =
that the distance from his
dining table to the closest sink
was much greater than 22
amos. According to the A.H.,
what must Harry do?

1. Build a sink in his formal dining room to wash his
hands closer to the table.

2. Bring his bread to the sink and make the brocho there.

3. “Ignore” the S.A., and continue washing at his regular
sink.

3. According to the A.H., when the S.A. says that

one must not wait the time it takes to walk 22

amos, that is only waiting for no reason. But one

is not obligated to bring the bread closer to the sink or
bring the sink closer to the bread. Harry may continue to
wash his hands at the sink of his choice, even if the sink is
more than 22 amos away from the dining table.
O.C. 166; AH.2

Q&A: First Or Last

Moe Shapiro and his wife hosted several of their

children and grandchildren for Shabbos. With so

many people at the table, it will take several
minutes for everyone to wash. When should Moe wash
his hands? Please match the posek (M.B. and A.H.) with
the following options:

1. First (before all his guests).
2. Last (after all his guests).

M.B.=2: Moe should wash last, so as to minimize

the hefsek between washing and saying the brocho

of hamotzi. A-H.=1: Moe should wash first. The
subsequent delay is not considered a hefsek because Moe is
waiting for a good reason (he is waiting for everyone to
wash, sit and then say the brocho of hamotzi for them).
O.C. 165, M.B. 5, A.H. 3

Don’t Be Left Out! .
When you have a simcha (or R’L a sad C"*a%e {

event), itisso easy to have it included in CSS ?

the next newsletter! Just send an email to
lev@ahavasshalom.org by 11:00 Thurs.




Pele Yoetz Shiur

Starting this Shabbos
afternoon, Rav Zachariash
will resume his shiur for
men on Pele Yoetz. The
shiur will meet each week in
the hall, starting 15
MINUTES before the last
mincha. This week, the shiur
will begin at 17:10 on the
topic 7P92.
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™ New Online Community

Join one or both of our new groups:

Shul Announcements: Receive the latest announce-
ments from the Vaad and the Gabbaim.

Member Discussion: Discuss topics with fellow
members, or make your own personal announce-
ments.

We will continue to maintain the email list.

Visit Ahavasshalom.org/list
to subscribe to our email list and
WhatsApp group.

Share a Simcha? CommemoraTe A YaHRZETD

Consider sponsoring

Netziv Hayom

at Ahavas Shalom, and all the learn-
ing in our Beis Medrash for one day
will be in the merit of your choosing.

Sponsorship is just 120rw.

To sponsor a day please contact netziv@ahavasshalom.org.
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30 minutes for Junior AuB
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TIME

Treats for
All
Participants

Kids Shabbos Programs

Boi B’Shalom (for boys & girls) resumes
this week at

17:21

STORY TIME Witk

Rabbi Seltzer

Friday Night in the Hall while the
Rav gives his Drasha. For boys (not
girls) up to Bar Mitzvah.
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Yeshivas Bein HaZmanim

Thank you to all the sponsors for the Tishrei Yeshivas Bein
HaZmanim, Because all the donors fulfilled their pledges
on time, we were able to pay all the bochurim on time!

Next Yeshivas Bein HaZmanim is coming in Nissan 5787,
where we again look forward to hearing the sounds of Torah
learning from Bochurim in our Beis Medrash every morning.
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